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Abstract. We aim of this research article is to clarify and understand the role of agricultural occupations in
structuring urban environments, by analysing certain features of the urban fabric characterized by a high in-
tensity of urban agriculture occupations, where the mesh of the built environment seems semi-dispersed, due
to the irregular distributions of shape and area of the orchards of fruit trees. This study comes at a time when
the importance of green spaces with an economic function in the process of building the cities of tomorrow
is increasing. Research carried out on the city of N’aqaous as a model for medium-sized Algerian cities of
more than 50,000 inhabitants, and characterized by the uses of urban agriculture as an urban function linked
to its birth, concluded that the ignorance of the role played by urban agriculture in the structuring and ex-
tension of the urban fabric has contributed to the emergence of many urban problems resulting mainly from
the constraint of the private property of orchards, which limits the role of the authorities in the organization
of the plot structure and the location of the equipment. The research also concluded that the spatial and
functional overlap between urban occupations and agricultural uses is the secret of the city’s rise and conti-
nuity, according to an alternative system in the expansion of orchards and the rest of urban occupations. The
phenomenon of the invasion of reinforced concrete and the disintegration of the landscape of fruit trees in
the centre is accompanied by the rehabilitation of new wasteland on the outskirts. So, the attempt to extract
directives to reshape the components of its urban space requires the promotion of this mechanism practiced
by the inhabitants of the city, and emphasizing the activation of the role of the State in the organization of
the redevelopment of the peripheries..

Key words: The city of N’agaous, urban extension, agricultural plot, urban agriculture, urban structure.
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