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Abstract. Educational process in any educational institution consists of several basic elements such as: the student, the teacher, the
curriculum, and the learning environment. This study investigates the academic and social characteristics of Saudi students at the College of
Architecture and planning, King Saud University, enrolled during the period 1415-1420 H. (1995-2000) and the impact of those
characteristics on their intents of enrolling in King Saud University and joining the College of Architecture and Planning.

The study revealed both similarities and wider variations within those characteristics. The majority of students of the sample study
were graduates of public schools and a minority of private schools. Most students obtained 80-89% in general secondary school certificate.
Only 10% obtained percentages exceeding 90%, and 7% of students obtained percentages ranging 70-79%. As for social characteristics, the
study showed big variation among Saudi students, with almost half of them coming from towns and rurals outside Riyadh city; the other half
were residents of Riyadh city. The study showed also considerable variations in the employment and educational and employment
background of students’ parents.

The study revealed that the strongest motivations for joining King Saud University were the reputation it enjoys and the fact that the
university is located in the city of Riyadh nearby students families and their relatives. It is the destination of choice for students looking for
launching future and better careers. Next to this was the availability of the desired college at the university. As for enrolling in the College of
Architecture and Planning, 61% of students, i.e. the majority, expressed a personal desire, 11% attended the college against their first wish
due to university inability to provide seats in the desired disciplines and thus were directed by the university to enroll in the College of
Architecture and Planning as an alternate desire. The study concluded with recommendations to update college admission rules.
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