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Patient’s Subjective and Objective Concepts and Treatment
of Disease in Kuwaiti Hospitals*

Yousef Abu Laila*#*

(Received 14/6/1413; Accepted for publication 1/1/1414 A H )

Abstract. This study deals with the subjective and objective views of health and disease among hospital
patients in the Kuwaiti State hospitals and the relationship between their understanding of health and dis-
casc on onc hand and their response to medical treatment on the other. In addition, an attempt was made
to examine directly and indirectly the interaction betwceen their traditional concepts of health and discase
on one hand and the objective ways of medern treatment on the other.

The findings show., first, that the feeling of being ilk is the result of their cognition of the disease itselt
and of their subjective views; second, as {or their subjective interpretation of disease etivlogy, they have
a strong belief in human fate and destiny; third continuity in the belief of the supernatural powers as a part
of the traditional cultural heritage has influenced their attitude towards diseasc; fourth, their concepts
about health and discase have changed as a result of the socio/cultural economics and ccological changes.

* The research project has been supported by Kuwait University Research Center grant number AS008.

*>The author was a faculty member at the 1ept. of Sociology und Social Work, Kuwait University. at pre-
sent he is associate professor of Sociology in the Dept. of Social Sciences and education. in the Applied
Science University in Amman - Jordan.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



