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Attitudes of Academic Administrators and Faculty Members toward
Research, Teaching, and Rewards at Three Gulf Arab Universities

Mulaihan M. Athubaity

Associate Professor, Dept. of Educational Administration
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes of academic administrators and faculty
members toward research, teaching, and rewards at King Saud University, King Fahad University for
Petroleum amd Minerals, and Kuwait University . A questionnaire was designed and distributed to the study
sample which consisted of 30 college deans, 148 department chairmen, and 771 faculty members . The major
findings of the study were :

1 -There was a unaimous agreement by the study sample concerning the significance of teaching and
research at the three universities .

2 -Teaching and research were considered as complementary roles .

3 -Research is praised and rewarded more than teaching at the three universities .

4 -Promotion is the most important factor that motivates faculty members to engage in research and
publication .

5 -There were no significant differences between the attitudes of academic administrators and
faculty members with regard to research, teaching and rewards .

6 -There were significant differences between the attitudes of professors, associate professors, and
assistant professors with regard to research in favor of professors and associate professors .

7 -There were no significant differences between the attitudes of the respondents from the three
universities with regard to research and rewards, while there were significant differences in their attitudes
towards teaching in favor of the respondents trom Kuwait university .
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Reading Skills and Strategies Which Help to Understand Verbal
Problems in Mathematics

Saleh Abdul-Aziz Al-Nassar

Assistant Professor. Department of Curriculum and Instrucation, College of Education
King Saud University. Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract.  Poor performance in reading, understanding and realizing what is required by verbal problems in
mathematics, and thus answering the problem/question implied, is by far. as indicated by a number of
researchers, one of the major problems facing students in mathematics. In an attempt to introduce some
practical soluations to that problem, this study aimed at shedding some light on the role played by reading in
teaching mathematics in general and verbal problems in particular. The study aslo aimed at presenting some
reading skills and strategies that may help students to overcome reading and comprehension ditficulties and
understand verbal problems found in mathematics books.

In the conclusion, the researcher recommended that educators and those concerned with teaching
mathematics provide mathematics teachers with the most important reading skills and strategies that may
help students to comprehend and understand verbal mathematical problems. He also recommended to provide
specialized training courscs in reading and comprehension skills and strategies tor mathematics teachers and
superintendents, before and during service, to achieve better performance in teaching verbal mathematical
problems.
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Difficulties Determining Appropriate Statistical Techniques Facing
Researchers in Social Sciences
at King Faisal University

Aldullah Omar Alnajjar
Assistant Professor. Dept. of Statistics and Quantitative Methods
College of Management Sciences and Planning, King Faisal University
Hofuf. Saudi Arabia

Abstract. In the field of the social and behavioral sciences, sometimes one can find contradictory results
concerning the same topic. The present study investigates some misuses of statistics which cause some of
these contradictions. It is known that every statistical method has its limits and uses, which makes it effective
for testing particular hypotheses. The main questions of the present study can be summarized as follows.
What is the role of statistics in the social sciences? What are the major problems faced by King Faisal
University staff in using statistical procedures? What are the best criteria for selecting the suitable statistical
method?

The study has identified some common problems facing researchers in social sciences at King Faisal
University in selecting the appropriate statistical tool. First, there is uncertainty about the statistical tool
needed for a given research. Secondly, there is a common belief that the more advanced the tool is the better
the research will be. Thirdly, there is inadequate attention given to the size and the type of the sample.
Fourthly, there is inadequate attention to the data of the study. Fifthly, there is inadequate attention to the
approach adopted in the study.

The present results can be summarized in the following points: (1) The research problem is not utterly
clear in the mind of the researcher. (2) The aim of the research is not clear in the mind of the researcher. 3)
There is a correlation between choosing the appropriate statistical method and direct involvement of the
researcher in collecting and analyzing the data by her/himself. (4) There are significant differences between
researchers who carry out the analysis personally and those who delegate it to an assistant. (3) There is no
significant difference in the above problems between male and female staft at King Faisal University.
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Country:
State (City):
School:-
Type...
Name...
Total number of students. ..
Total number of teachers.....
Number of [T teachers......
Number of computer labs. ... ..
Number of computer lessons (per week). ...
Number of computer teaching hours (per year). ..
PCs:
Type Speed No Sum
Printers:

Type No. Sum
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Software:
Network:
Internet services for staft:

Internet services for students:

Other computer facilities :
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Semi -Structured Interview with Computer & IT Teacher

Q1. Asan IT teacher, what sort of qualification do you have?

Q2. What 1s your experience in teaching computer?

Q3. Have vou ever been involved in any in-service training? If yes. please explain...
Q4. How much freedom do you have in choosing curriculum syllabus?

Q5. Could you please describe your responsibility in the school?

Q6. Could you please explain how your work 1s evaluated?
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Q7. How many lessons do you give per week?
Q8. Have you ever trained any teacher in using computer in the school? If yes: How?
Have you faced any problems in doing so?
Q9. How many students are there in your class?
Q10. How do you manage them in the lab?
QI1. Could you please explain how you teach computer.
QI12. Who funds computer facilities in your school?
QI13. In your views, what are the main problems of teaching computer & [T?
hardware software curriculum other
Do you have any comments. .. ...
Thank you very much for your time.
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Teaching Informatics in Saudi Arabian Public Schools:
Current National Status,
International Prospective, and Future Plan

Ibrahim A. Al-Mohaissin

Associate Professor, Department of Curriculum, Methods of Teaching and Educational Technology, Fuculty
of Education, Branch of King Abdulaziz University. Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The current study aimed at establishing a nationwide plan for teaching computer and information
technology (CIT) in Saudi Arabian public schools. For this purpose, a survey study has been carried out and
applied 1o a selected sample representing Saudi Arabian secondary schools; the survey begins by dealing
with current conditions and facts of computer education in our schools, including issues like hardware,
software, labs, etc., and ends by exploring problems confronting computer teachers and curriculum/ teaching
matters. At the same time, we have organized similar survey projects conducted in three highly industrialized
countries: USA, Japan, and UK.

By comparing the results of the survey in these four countries, the findings have shown that the USA
has the leading rank among these countries, in all matters, starting from types and quality of equipment used,
and facilities, and ending in curriculum and teaching methods. The study has detected a wide gap in
computer and information technology education between our schools and similar schools in the USA. Japan,
and UK. The study concludes by proposing a nationwide educational plan for teaching CIT in Saudi Arabian
public schools.
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Level of Knowledge and Skills of Kuwaiti Science Teachers
Regarding Their Usage of Computers and Instructional
Software in Science Teaching

Abdullah AbdulAziz Al-Hadlaq

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The study aimed at investigating the level of knowledge and skills of Kuwaiti science teachers
regarding their usage of computers in science teaching. The sample consisted of 145 Kuwaiti science teachers
from all over the State of Kuwait. The study was administered during the 1999/2000 academic year, and the
statistical procedures used in this Study were frequencies, percentiles, analysis of variance, and correlation.

The tools in this study were questionnaires concerning science teachers usage of computers in
teaching. The results of the study were as follows:

1 - The software Kuwaiti science teachers use the most in their teaching, are: graphical software and
word processors. And the least used software in science lessons are electronic encyclopedias and simulations.

2 - There were no significant statistical differences between the sexes of Kuwaiti science teachers
regarding the following: a) their usage of computers in daily lives, b) the computer courses they studied, and
c) the usage of computers by their student in science lessons.

3 - There were no significant statistical differences among Kuwaiti science teachers in the three class
levels (elementary, intermediate, secondary) regarding the following: a) Their usage of computers in daily
lives. b) their usage of computers in science lessons, and ¢) the usage of computers by their student in science
lessons.

A number of suggestions and recommendations in the light of the results of the study were offered.

Among them is that science teachers should study at least two computers courses during their previoun
education.
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Tasks Made By Educational Supé\\rv\isors towards Intermediate
Stage Teachers from the Teachers’ Points of Views

Othman N. O. Al Burikan
Assistant Professor. Curriculum and Instruction Department
College of Education , King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract . The aim of this study is to acknowledge some tasks made by educational supervisors towards
intermediate stage teachers from the teachers’ point of views. The sample was composed of some 622
teachers, from governmental schools. intermediate level. Then, they were selected randomly from the seven
educational supervising centers in Riyadh City (Northern, Western, Southern, Eastern, Central. Rawdah, and
Al Sweidi). The percentage of sample to population is 17.69%. The researcher designed a questionnaire,
composed of three parts: the first part deals with some information about the teacher’s experience. academic
qualification, and subject taught. The second part of the questionnaire discusses what the educational
supervisor does in each visit. The third part deals with supervising activity, made by the supervisor in the
second visit.

After viewing Arab and foreign studies in the field of educational supervision. and after conducting
statistical analysis, the study reached the following results. The most important of these results is the
development of  the teacher evaluation form currently used by the educational supervising department. That
is, it is to be designed on the basis of educational and scientific criteria, which measure the role and
performance of the teacher in the educational process in and outside the class. In addition, the study
concentrates on the importance of educational reports submitted by educational supervisors to be
scientifically studied and analyzed. for these reports are main source necessary for developing teachers’
performance and increasing their educational level. Also, these reports can be used to treat some eftective
constraints of educational supervision etticiency. and paying more interest for teachers type and in service
training. So. new attitudes and approache in the field of educational supervision should be adopted, such as
using clinical supervision, cooperative supervision, objected supervision, and developmental supervision. as

part of educational supervision.
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Student Teaching Supervisors’ Job Satisfaction

Talal M. Al-meajel and Abdullah S. Al-yhia
Assistant Professors, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Educ., King Saud University. Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract . The purpose of the study was to find out job satisfaction for student teaching supervisors in the
College of Education at King Saud University . A questionnaire was designed to measure supervisors’ job
satisfaction . Results of this study indicated that supervisors were satisfied with their job, however it showed
they are not satisfied with some aspects, which related to administrative organization and students. The
results also showed that there is no significant difference in their job satisfaction according to education
degree and department .
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The Effect of Using Distance Education
on the Achievement of Female Students

Saleh M. Al-Debassi
Associate Professor
Head, Dept. of Education Technology
College of Education , King Saud University, Riyadh. Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The study aims at testing the differences between two ways of teaching through closed circuit TV.
and through distance education, on achicvement level of College of Education female students in King Saud
University in Riyadh. This study is applied to two groups of level four female students in the College of
Education in order to measure the difference in level of academic achievement of education techniques by
following one of the above two ways. One of the two groups is determined as a control group. It consisted of
36 female students, and the other group was considered an experimental group, and it consisted of 35 female
students. In order to verify the similar level of achievement between the two groups. the researcher used
pretest in education techniques subject in order to measure the change occurring in achievement level as a
result of using two ways of teaching. The experiment was conducted through teaching education techniques
to the control group through closed circuit TV. while lectures of the same topic were given to the
experimental group. The achievement of the female students in both control and experimental groups was
assessed by using post test at the end of the academic year .

Two - sample T- tests were used to test the difterence of results pre-test and post- test. The results of this
study indicated that there is no statistically signiticant difference (p-value > 0.05) of pre-test of both control
and experimental groups. Results of the test for equality of variances indicated that there is no variances in
test scores of the two groups (p — value > 0.03). From these results. the researcher could find that there is no
difference in the achievement level of both groups.

The results showed that there is no statistically significant ditference in post test scores between control
and experimental groups at high significance level (p- value = 0.001). The results also indicated that average
scores of the experiment at group in education techniques subjects exceeded the scores of control group.
From these results. the researcher found that distance education is better than the traditional way of teaching
through using closed circuit TV, particularly in terms of achievement
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Training Needs for Art Education Teachers in
Intermediate Schools

Abdulaziz R. Al-Najada
Associate Professor, Curriculum and Instruction Department
College of Education, King Saud University
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to identify the most important training needs for art education
teachers in intermediate schools in three areas: academic needs, professional (A.B) needs and evaluation
needs.

This study included all intermediate school teachers of art education in Riyadh city. For the purpose of
gathering the data, a questionnaire was developed

The major findings of the study are as follows:

1) There was an agreement between groups for assessing the range of need for more than 50% of
training needs for art education teachers.

2) There were no significant statistical differences between the academic qualifications and the
training needs concerning two parts; the academic and professional (A.B) needs and there were significant
statistical differences on the evaluation part.

3) There were significant statistical differences between expereience and the training needs
concerning: academic and professional (A) needs and there were no significant statistical differences on the
part of professional (B) and evaluation needs.

The major recommendations: Training programs for art education teachers should be arranged and
they should depend on the following training needs: academic, professional and evaluation needs.
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Quranic Theme and Its Reflection on the Revelation of Meaning

Zayed Omar Abdullah

Associate Professor. Dept. of Islamic Culture.
College of Education. King Saud University. Riyadh. Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper addresses the interpretation of texts and casts light on the theme, which the pre-eminent
circumstantial evidence that helps us understand the text, the perfection of interpretation of the text and
revelation of its meaning.

The paper defines the theme and emphasizes its importance. perspectives and sphere. It shows that many
Quranic excgetes. ancient and modern, were interested in the theme and they discuss it in conjuction with
other circumstantial evidence

Few of them neglected it or abused it. But in those cases, misunderstanding of the text was the
consequence. The thesis was highlighted by examples from the Quran. The paper concludes that the theme
has a repercussion on sorting out the probabilities. detailing the account. and determining the referent
pronoun in the text. Morcover. it has signiticant bearing on the recitations (qiraat) and editing the
interpretation to exclude impurities, It also negates what may be thought a countradiction between verses
However. the paper is not comprehensive. it gives only headlines. The exegetes of the Quran were the
pioneers in revealing the role of the theme and It is not. as it may be thought. that the theme is the result of
contemporary linguistic studies or the invention of schools of address analysis.
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