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Abstract : The objective of this study is to identify economic importance of Qassim region in
Sukkari date production and to analyze the Cost of Sukkari date production in Qassim region. The
study relied on both secondary and primary data . A stratified purposive sample of 50 farmers
representing sukkari date producers was selected from Qaseem region in 2005 season. Descriptive
and analytical procedures were utilized in processing and analyzing both secondary and primary
data.

The results of the study showed significant effects of farm size on the costs of production.
large date farms were significantly less per ton costs of dates than small farms. It is concluded from
the results that the total cost of Sukkari date production was about 292 thousand Riyals per an
average farm, of total area 513.4 donums and having about 2005 Sukkari date treas. The total cost
of Sukkari date production was about SR 145.5/date palm, and for production about SR 1513/ ton.
The cost of labor represented about 27.5% of total cost of of Sukkari date. The test of differences
between small farms and large farms of dates (t test) showed significant differences in total cost of
production. This differences are mainly due to the significant difference between small and large
Sukkari farms in operating costs, machinery costs, and farm construction costs. There were
statistically significant differences between the averages among small and large farms.

According to the findings of the study, it is recommended to encourage Sukkari date
producers to increase the size of their farms in order to minimize the average cost of producing it,
encourage date producers to replace low quality date varieties with a high quality varieties, conduct
more research to reduce the cost of fertilizer, pesticiedes, irrigation, labor machinery to help
reducing the cost of Sukkari date production, intensive extensional programs to train farms to
reduce the cost of production and to increase date productivity and quality, establish an information
and data base about the cost of production and efficient techniques, to be available and interpreted
for date producers to produce efficiently through better technology and technical practices,
activating the role of agricultural. cooperatives to provide farms with low cost factors of production,
establish manufacturing industries that can utilize date palm by -products to help reduction the cost

of date production.
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