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The Phenomenon of Verbalism: Its Nature, Motives,
Immediate Consequences and Means of Manipulation

Ahmad Muhammad Al-Matouq
Assistant Professor, Islamic and Arabic Studies, King Fahd University of
Petroleum and Minerals, Dhahran, Saudf Arabia

Abstract. Verbalism terminologically means knowing or using words in expressions without a full com-
prehension of their kexical meaning or with no grasp of their sense at ail. Itis one of several notable linguis-
tic phenomena whose seriousness is pointed out in a number of linguistic, psychological and educational
studies. However, this phenomenon has not been distinctly and sufficiently studied. This phenomenon for
many different reasons gained ground among youngsters in all of their educational and social levels and
affected in several ways their learning and their psychological and social behavior. Therefore. this
phenomena has become more serious and worthy of intensive study. This paper is dedicated to a theoret-
ical and analytical discussion of the phenomenon: its nature, motives, means of subsistence and inmediate
consequences of its existence and spreading. It also presents a number of solutiens and measures or pro-
ceedings that can participate in diminishing this phenomenon and in minimizing its effects.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

