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The international criminal protection of cultural heritage during armed conflicts: Concept and applications

Dr. Tagwa Mustafa Abdel Rahman Abdel Aal

Abstract: This research explores the international criminal protection of cultural heritage during armed conflicts in terms
of legalization efforts and judicial applications. In spite of early international treaties and convetions for criminal protec-
tion (for example Hauge 1907), the questions rises: in which scope did these conventions dealt with cultural heritage?
Did they appreciate its value and authenticity? What lessons learned from judicial applications in tribunal courts (former
Yogusalvia« Rwanda) and permament mechanism (International Criminal Court)?.

The first section discusses the concepts of cultural heritage within the framework of international instruments« followed by
section reviewed the efforts of legalization in its various stages and paradigm based on.Third section focuses on interna-
tional judicial applications.

In conclusion¢< most prominent is the heterogenity of international conventions between protection of civilians and appre-
ciation of cultural heritage values espicially during armed conflict. The international practice also highlights the weakness
of application and the impunity of the perpetrators o'f these crimes.

Keywords: : Criminal protection, heritage, culture
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