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At the Origin of the Names of Verbs

Abdulrahman Aziz Mustafa Title and Shaimaa Rasheed Mohammed Zangana
Raparin University,Faculty of Education,Dept of Arabic Language

(Received 14/6/1437H; Accepted for publication 26/12/1437H)

Keywords: Acts names, name of the act, the old deeds, the successor.

Abstract: One of the issues that interested Arab grammarians, previously and recently, is
‘Participles’. When linguists of Arabic language divided ‘word’ into three categories: noun, verb and
letter, with their semantic and formal distinctive features, they faced a problem with a group of words
that could not be classified under any of the categories aforementioned. Therefore, they called them
Participles. Actually, confusion is quite apparent in this term or classification which combined those
two different types together, i.e. noun and verb. This classification continued for a while till they,
grammarians, had to add a fourth category and they called it Al-Khalifah, which is dedicated only for
this type of words, Participles.

We, as researchers, have found this solution not convincing. That is why, we reconsidered and traced
these words back to their origins using every possible references, opinions or views about them.
Hence, we have this study which focuses on: studying the traces and etymology of participles with
their constituents; the origin of the improvised and borrowed words with their sources; the type of
the Tanween attached to these words and their parsing as well.
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