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Translation Rates between Quality and Time Constraints: Criteria and Factors
for Determining Translation Costs
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Abstract. This study endeavors to shed light on significant facets of translation that perhaps has negative or
positive implications on the quality of the translator’s production (i.e., translation), which are the translation fee
and the criteria and factors determining the costs. Specifically, the study seeks to quantify the appropriateness of
the translation fee a translator receives in return for providing this service within a professional system involving
all its various stakeholders. The study also draws a comparison between translation practices in the Arab World
countries and their counterparts in some other parts of the world. Utilizing a descriptive statistical approach, the
researcher implemented several measures for the study, including (1) a survey containing questions directed to the
sample of translators and (2) an index of translation costs in the Arab World as well as in some other geographical
regions around the world. The results indicate variation and sometimes a decrement in the translation costs from
one Arab country to another, and even greater disparities when compared to those in some other non-Arab regions.
The question is: Do translators receive the appreciation they deserve in return for the service they offer? Do the
fees they receive have an impact on the ultimate product quality? These questions, among others, have been
addressed in this study in order to come out with objective answers that contribute to raising the quality of the
profession and thus highlight the efforts exerted by the first champion of the translation profession (i.e., the
translator) and his/her role in science and knowledge exchange. Based on the current findings, translation agencies
and bodies in the Arab World necessitate harmonizing and interacting with the continuous development of
technology and artificial intelligence according to the rapidity rate and development thereof as well as establishing
the appropriate mechanisms.
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