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The Title in “Praise of Hatred” by Novelist Khalid Khalifa: Its aesthetics and
connotations
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Abstract: The title is one of the main distinctive features of any narrative, and is predominantly a parallel
discourse to the body of the text, as modern critical theories have attested, which also plays vital roles in terms of
its aesthetics, connectivity and overall vision. Therefore, reading a title of a narrative critically leads to a broader
understanding of the whole work and assists in comprehending the signifiers and the underlying intentions of any
literary text. Subsequently, extensive research has targeted analyzing literary titles, and exploring their aesthetics
and signifiers which eventually lead to the narrative and fundamentally converse with it. This research paper aims
specifically to critically approach the title of “Praise of Hatred” by the Syrian novelist Khalid Khalifa, arguing, in
the process, that the main and subtitles both play a vital role in the formation of the work itself through their
artistic independence and discursive alignment with the narrative through which they reveal the text’s underlying
dimensions and denotations.
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