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Saudi Shura Council: A Study in the Progress of the Experience
and Its Developing Potentials

Talal Saleh Bannan

Assistant Professor of Political Science
King Abdaulaziz university, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

(Received 2/2/1430 H.; accepted for publication 4/7/1430 H.)

Key Words: Saudi Shura Council, Legislation, Constitutional Amendments, Separation of Powers, Parliamentary
Immunity, Political Participation, Institutionalization, Political Reform, Representativeness.

Abstract. The aim of this study is to provide a thorough overview to Shura Council experience in the Kingdom in
its newly institutional phase , after forty years of suspension. Though it is far from being considered a
representative parliamentary political institution, with legislative and checking capabilities, the Saudi Shura
Council had shown impressive signs of continuity and ever growing role. Nonetheless the Saudi Shura Council
experience still modest and far from being effective, within government institutions of Saudi political system.
Hence the study provides critical analysis to the political experience of the Shura Council through focusing on its
problems and shortcomings, which are due mostly to the conservative background of Saudi political system, and
lack of enough enthusiasm and political will to advance the experience to its promising potentials, of being truly
legislative governmental institution with powerful and effective checking and auditing capabilities. The study
however, explore these potentials and describe ways and techniques available for set of political and constitutional
reforms, without necessarily nailing from the political legitimacy of the regime, or rushing hastly to
representativeness.
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