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Meanings of the Qur'anic Wordss "Alqaani' and "Almu'tarr" 

Adel Abdulaziz Ali Aljulaifi* 
King Saud University 

(Received 25/03/2018; accepted for publication 26/04/2018.)  
Abstract: This research studies the two Qur'anic words "alqaani' and "almu'tarr". It locates their places in the Qur'an, and examines their 

linguistic roots as well as their manifestations in Arabic poetry. The research also gathers and discusses their meanings and related arguments 
put forward by linguists and Qur'an specialists. The discussion is conducted in accordance with the standards and procedures required by 
language and Qur'an specialists. Related evidences and arguments favour defining "alqaani'" as 'a needy person that refrains from begging', 
but "almu'tarr" as 'a needy person that begs  explicitly or implicitly'. The research approach involves induction, deduction and comparative 
analysis. The following are important research results: the two words are found in the Qur'an only in one verse (Ayah 36/ Suurat Alhajj); the 
words express varied and contradictory meanings; linguistically, ''alqaani'' has two meanings: on the one hand, a person contented with what 
Allah has provided for him, and on the other hand, a person that begs and is consequently humiliated; as for "almu'tarr'', it refers to the poor 
person that goes around begging in explicit or implicit ways; the contradictory meanings are found in Arabic poetry, as well; to this 
contradiction, can be attributed differences in interpretations; of the identified seven competing meanings, the research favours defining 
"alqaani'" as "the needy person that refrains from begging", and "almu'tarr" as "the needy person that begs around by the word of mouth or 
suggestive acts"; the favoured meanings are compatible with the context of the Qur'anic verse in question, and with  Arabic  and poetic 
usages. The research recommends that similar studies be conducted on other Qur'anic words loaded with contradictory meanings. 

Keywords: alqaani' roots and derivatives – alum'tarr roots and derivatives – the poor – the needy – begging – Qur'anic words with 

contradictory meanings – alhajj – Qur'an interpretations –  Arabic poetry. 
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