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The Extent of Balance between the Theoretical and Principal
Sides in the Curricula of Public Administration
Education at King Saud University

Gafer Abu Baker
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Business and Economics,
Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
(Received 3/3/1411; Accepted for Publication 7/5/[412)

Abstract. One of the objectives of public administration education is to prepare qualified public person-
nel who possess the right mix of knowledge. skill and behavior that facilitate the efficient and ctfective
preparation, execution and evaluation of public policy. The purposc of this study is to examine the extent
of balance between the theoretical and practical sides in the undergraduate curricula of public administra-
tion education al the College of Administrative Sciences. King Saud University, Riyadh, during the
period TYS3-86.

The empirical part of this study is based on the opinion of a sample {of convenience) from the
graduates of the college who studied the above mentioned curricuta. The questionnaire of this study and
the classification of courses are based on the broader guidelines and standards of the National Association
of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (NASPAA) and the International Association of Schools
and Institutes of Administration (1ASLAY. Finally, the results of this study show serious weakness in the
practical side of the curricula. And the study presents a number of suggestions that aim at developing and
improving the curricula of public administration education of the College of Administrative Sciences,
King Saud University. in particular and in Saudi Arabia in general.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

