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The Sphinx in the Yemeni ancient civilization: an artistic comparative study
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Abstract. This paper represents an artistically and archeologically comparative study on the images of the Sphinx
discovered in Yemen and what such a monument represents to the ancient Egyptian civilization. The paper also
examines the diversity of its shapes, associations and symbols and shows how its spread in many forms to some
ancient civilizations such as the Mesopotamia and Levant is an indication of the close cultural, religious, economic
and commercial links that exist between these civilizations and the Yemeni civilization. These civilizations for
example share the same religious symbols in which the Sphinx shapes represent artistic models of deity. The Yemeni
artistic works of the Sphinx come from Al-’Awd mountain in the governorate of Ibb in the form of bronze panels
and decorated with human heads together with the Musnad inscriptions of the names of the Yemeni ancient figures.
Thus they become suitable votive offerings to some gods. Moreover, the paper discusses the aspects of similarity and
differences between the Sphinx shapes in Yemen and those in the other countries highlighting thus the distinctiveness

of the Yemeni ancient civilization.
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