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Semantic Dimensions in Defectiveness Issues
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Abstract: The Early Arab linguists considered the issues of Defectiveness under the science of
Morphology which was, in their view, covering both morphological and phonological aspects.

Defectiveness reasoning always occur for seeking the dis/ease in articulating words, and this, of
course, relates to phonology. Accordingly, it has been argued that the Defectiveness phenomenon
should not be considered under the science of Morphology. In this paper, | show the semantic aspect.
This can be seen in some traditional works that focused on the role of meaning in contrasting between
the phonological reasoning such as distinguishing the word type or its root, or in achieving a syntactic
function. Hence, the current paper aims to show and study these semantic dimensions.
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