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Ninth Grade Students’ Attitude towards Mathematics in the
Light of Qualification and Experience of Their Teachers

Ibrahim Abdul-Wahab Saud Al-Babtain

Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The study aims at investigating the differences in attitudes towards mathematics between boys
and girls at the ninth grade level, the relationship between attitudes towards mathematics of ninth grade
students and the qualification and experience of their teachers, and the effect of interaction between the
qualification and experience of the teachers on attitudes towards mathematics.

This study aims at answering the following questions:
Are there significant differences in attitude towards mathematics between boys and girls at the ninth
grade level?
Are there differences in attitude towards mathematics of ninth grade students caused by the differ-
ences in qualification among their teachers? (educationists — noneducationists)
Are there differences in attitudes towards mathematics of ninth grade students caused by the differ-
ences of experience among their teachers?
Is there an interaction between qualification and experience of mathematics teachers? Does this
interaction influence the attitude of students towards mathematics?

The samples consisted of 477 boys and girls of the ninth grade students in Riyadh area school district.

A questionnaire was developed especially for the purpose of this study. It consisted of 30 items, rated on

a three point scale: strongly agree, agree and disagree, for each item, therefore the total score equals 60
distributed on the three dimensions.

The following results were obtained:
There were significant statistical differences in the attitude towards mathematics between boys and

girls. The boys had a more positive aititude than the girls.

Students taught by qualified teachers had a more positive attitude towards mathematics than stu-
dents taught by ungualified teachers.

There were not significant statistical differences in attitudes towards mathematics between students
taught by experienced teachers (more than six years of experience) and students who were taught
by teachers with six years experience or less.

Qualification and experience of teachers of mathematics had an effect on students attitudes’ towards
mathematics,



