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Fallacy Strategies in Novel Text and their Impact on Characters’ Fate: The
Reader and Demian Novels as Exemplars

Noha Mohammed Al-Shayqi
Assistant Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, Imam Abdul Rahman Bin Faisal
University, Saudi Arabia
(Received: 9/ 3/1444 H, Accepted for publication 2/ 7/1444 H)
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Abstract. This research implements the fallacy strategy to the art of novels, utilizing the two novelists of The
Reader and Demian as exemplars. This fallacy is one of the discourse strategies a speaker targets to mislead and
deceive others through its specific means, verbal and non-verbal. This strategy is evident in all genres of discourse,
political or advertising, and can be employed in poetic and narrative art and so on Thus, this study was limited to
exploring the meaning and strategies of fallacy in the novel text in particular in order to find out their impact on
the characters’ fate. In order to demonstrate how the mechanism operates, this study opted to implement it on two
novels, The Reader and Demian, whose narrative plots were constructed on the basis of this strategy. This opened,
for the study, the contextual fallacy in the novel weaving, which also had a prominent impact on the characters’
fate.
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