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SHARP POWER AS THE TOOL OF IRANTAN
HEGEMONY STRATEGY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Abstract. This study examines sharp power as a strategic tool for Iran's hegemony toward the Middle East; where it aims
to clarify what the sharp power is, its definition; differences with other forms of power; its tools and mechanisms. The
research also describes the Iranian strategy, its motives and factors, then explains the tools and mechanisms of Iranian sharp
power toward the targeted countries within its strategy.

Through using the descriptive analytical method, the research describes and analyzes Iranian sharp power and how it is
used to achieve Iran’s external goals. The research argues that Iranian influence in the region is not the result of its hard
power as its not been used directly, and Iran does not possess an attractive soft power that can win minds and hearts, but
rather uses the sharp power that is based on manipulation and distraction. penetrate the targeted countries by pressure and
intimidation, to form the interests of the political elites and influencing the influencers, and then influence the decision-
making process in these countries.

Keywords: Sharp power, Authoritarian soft power, Iranian sharp power, Regional hegemony.
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