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Formation of Textual Thresholds between two Cultures: A Semiotic Study on
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Abstract. This research study is concerned with the impact of thresholds, be they linguistic or visual, on role of
translation in creating cultural reciprocity and conceptual approximation and in forming an image of others (whose
works are translated) . Translation generates a novel text that intersects with, rather than breaking off from, the
Arabic and English cultures, especially because translation, according to Genette, is an meta-text threshold that
simultaneously accompanies the text and positions itself outside it. The study selected five Gulf English-into-
Avrabic translated novels to examine the impact of translation on the formation of thresholds (intertextualizing)
between the two texts, the source text and the Arabic translation, as it makes a different presence of the text in
other reading dimensions. The study draws on two important methodological facets, Genette's poetic thresholds
and translation as an important field of knowledge, in order to explore a variety of ways for forming thresholds
and to draw on the so-called translation intertextualizing reading, where the fixed thresholds in the two texts, the
source text and the Arabic translation, are and where the varying thresholds as well as the novel thresholds
necessitated by translation exist. This is to come up with the relationship of translation, as a critical threshold, with
the thresholds of the meta-text that supports translation, either before or after the translation edition is issued.
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First threshold

How many women have been violated or forced into

prostitution without anyone coming to their assistance —

no court, no defender of human rights, no self-

proclaimed reformer? Mayhem is upon us. No good

can arise in a nation that punishes the weak and turns
a blind eye to the deeds of the rich and powerful.

From a Friday sermon by

Sheikh Ibrahim Fadel,

Imam of the Salvation Mosque

Second threshold

Terrorism is not just a matter of an explosion here and

an explosion there. Terrorism is the corruption of

society as a whole, the withering of its values and

principles: that is the real terrorism. It is the inevitable

outcome of grievances that are left unaddressed and of
the relentless perpetration of injustices.

From a Friday sermon by

Sheikh Ibrahim Fadel,

Imam of the Salvation Mosque
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