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Metaphorical and Symbolic Hermeneutics:
Hermeneutics of Rejection, Certainty and Eloquence
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Abstract. The research explores the symbolic hermeneutics in the poetical works of Poet Ahmad Qaran Al-
Zahrani entitled “Void Details”, which was clearly manifested through an imagination overflowing with poetic
symbol formulated by the meaning, which the research seeks to limit its possible connotations through the three
circles (i.e., rejection, certainty or eloquence) until it reaches the interpretive hermeneutic of the symbolic
mediums and metaphorical meanings. The poet’s experience was characterized by symbolism and metaphorical
meaning, which created several metaphors in meaning, ranging among rejection, certainty or hesitancy. The
researcher formed the idea of limiting the possibilities of this overflow meaning by applying Paul Ricoeur's
methodology in the interpretation of allegorical symbols and meanings. The research concluded that the rich
lexicon has distinguished allegorical images and symbolic media, as well as showing the poet's deep awareness of
identity, self, reference and the other. The metaphorical meanings and allegorical mediums have also earned
disbelief of their realistic semantic reference as a sign of their masked existent meanings. The research also
revealed the ability of interpreted selves to practice dialectic correlation between the text/author discourse and the
interpretation/reader discourse. Finally, the interpretation revealed the interpreted selves which are: fragmented-
identity self, discarded self between desire for banishment and desire for existence and the reconciled one.
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