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Ibn Jinni’s Stance towards Al-Khalil in ""Al-MunsSif": A Descriptive Study

Muhammad Abdullah Al Mazah
Associate Professor of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language, College of Human Sciences, King Khalid University, Saudi Arabia.
(Received: 16/ 6/1444 H, Accepted for publication 28/ 8/1444 H)
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Abstract. This paper aims at investigating 1bn Jinni's stance towards Alkhalil" as depicted in his book titled "Al-
Munstif", and the extent to which his (Al-Khalil’s) views are (un)acceptable, as well as shedding light on the
scientific principles and standards upon which Ibn Jinni based his judgments. Hence, the research is tailored to an
introduction containing the significance, objectives, and methodology of the research, and the statement of the
problem as well as a brief biography for both scholars. Then, the first section reconciled Ibn Jinni’s views with Al-
Khalil’s while the second section was devoted to the Ibn Jinni's stance towards what A-Khalil’s view was disputed
for, and included three sub-domains: what Ibn Jinni favored in Al-Khalil’s views, what Ibn Jinni accepted in Al-
Khalil’s views, what Ibn Jinni disputed in Al-Khalil’s views. The third section focused on the principles upon
which Ibn Jinni based his judgments. The research concluded with most important, general and specific results and
recommendations such as: the vital role played by Al-Khali in establishing the rules of morphology and syntax in
addition to the prominent status of Ibn Jinni in Arabic language due to the scientific principles and standards he
followed. In terms of specific results, it was found that affixation of "alif & noon" at the end of nouns provides e
by derivation evidence that it is a stem, that the stem is attained when rooting to triple stem of word “faS1” because
it is the plural of fewness for the word "faGlah", and both of them indicate genericity, and that templates other than
"faClah" are not the stems. The grammarians disputed upon the stem of the word "?ayah", but Al-Khalil’s approach
is considered the easiest and least problematic one. The duality morpheme "alif” for those who utter it in the
accusative and genitive cases without alternating to the morpheme “yaa?” was not originally a “yaa?” morpheme;
rather, it is a case of maintaining the "alif” in its form due to being an easy morpheme. Some of the
recommendations conclude studying Ibn Jinni's preferences and selections in his book, "Al-Muns¢if".
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