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Using the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC)
for Searching in

King Saud University Libraries

Sulaiman 8. Al-Ogla

Associate Professor, Department of Lib. & Inf Sc., College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh. Suudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper deals with the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) in King Saud University Libraries. 1t
aims to show the current status of OPAC for searching information resources by students. The main points studied
include: various ways of seeking information by students, their use of OPAC, their satisfaction, their difficulties
with OPAC, and their suggestion to improve OPAC. The study results show that many students use OPAC for
sceking information; and they prefer it more than traditional search tools such as card catalogs. The reasons for
that include: comfort, speed, comprehension, easy access and use, and the completien of information. The study
also found that most students have problems using computers because of their unfamiliarity with this technology.
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