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(bal/but) (lakin/but) (laa/but) in Arabic Syntactic Theory
Between Grammarians Hypothesis and Real Usage
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Abstract: This study discusses three connectives that come to mean (but) with slight and subtle
difference (bal: to switch the meaning. Lakin/but, laa: this connective ...) in terms of their semantic
and syntactic functions. Most of the linguists disagreed regarding these connectives. Nevertheless,
most of them stated that (bal/but) is a connective that switches the meaning of the previous phrase or
sentence to affirm the following phrase or sentence whether the context is negative or affirmative.
Other linguists stated that it only comes to switch the meaning.

When it comes to (lakin/but), most of the linguists stated that it is a conjunctive under conditions
stipulated by them. Other linguists stated that it is the same as (lakinn- with double N) in the same
way as (Anna). They also stated that its nominative clue is omitted or elliptic. Finally, we end up with
the connective (laa/but), though the linguists agreed that it serves as a conjunction, they disagreed in
some of its details, such as: the connection of two past verbs through it ,that is, to combine past verb
with other past verb by using this connective.
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