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Training for Rural Developments in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia: A Situational Analysis of Training Needs Among
Agricultural Personnel in Al-Qassim Region

LA, Rizk
College of Agriculture and Vet. Medicine,
King Seud University, Al-Qassim, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper attempts to identify the training needs and its determinants among agricultural per-
sonnel, in order to set up an appropriate and adequate training programs to serve the changing needs of
rural people.

To achieve this objective, an empirical investigation was carried out on a random sample of 86 agricul-
turists employed by the Ministry of Agriculture in Al-Qassim region.

The finding showed that, most of the respondents were below 35 years, one third of them held an
agricultural college degree, the average number of years of service was about 5. One third of them did not
receive any inservice ot induction training, training activities that have been attended by the trainees were
limited and mostly inappropriate with their current jobs. Despite the large number and varius kinds of sub-
jects needed for future training, some particulars subjects were found to be more important as indicated
by the respondents. The subjects ranked according to their degree of importance were as follows: (1)
Usage and maintenance of agricuiture machinery, (2) Soil fertility and fertilizers, (3) Recommended
practices for vegetable production under Qassim conditions, and (4) Identification and control of plant
insects and diseases. Moreover, types and patterns of the training needs are found to be associated with
the current jobs performed and level of education. In the meantime, a correlation between the amount of
training needs and the performance of extension duties was observed.

In the light of the above findings, it is recommended that a sound training program be established for
agricultural personnel in Qassim region, and in designing such future programs, planners are advised to
deal with the above mentioned needs and to make use of the findings of this study.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

