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Goals and Objectives of the Architectural Education in
Saudi Arabia

Tarik M. Al-Soliman
Associate Professor, College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The architectural and environmental education in Saudi Arabia, which began in 1967, has wit-
nessed its real expansion starting in 1975. By 1985, the number of architecture and planning schools had
reached its present ceiling of 5. Each school has adopted for itself a set of futuristic goals, part of which
they have been able to achieve. At the same time, those schools faced a multitude of circumstances which
require the reconsideration of their goals and priorities as well as the feasibility of their achievement. This
paper intends to discuss the previous circumstances in the context of their effects on the philosophy, goals,
and orientation of architectural education. A field study was conducted for that purpose, the aim of which
was to find out the goals and priorities of the architectural and environmental education as perceived by
a wide spectrum of architects and planners in various sectors.

Finally, the findings and conclusions are presented. It is expected that they will serve as an umbrella
view for architectural education in Saudi Arabia. The specific goals and objectives for each individual
school, in harmony with such an umbrella view, will respond to the school’s own philosophy, aspirations
and orientation, in addition to the environmental and social conditions served.



