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Abstract. This study examines the US war against Iraq and the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s regime in 2003 based on the
securitization theory in international relations. The study relies on the analytical method and the case study approach in
attempting to answer the research questions. Mainly, the study aims to apply the three components of securitization
theory—securitizing actor, speech act, and audience—to the case of the US war on Iraq in 2003. The study found that the
“securitizing actor” regarding the case of the US war on Iraq was the administration of President George W. Bush. Next,
the “speech act” comprised the speeches and statements delivered by the key actors of the Bush administration, mainly
President George W. Bush, Vice President Richard Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, and National Security
Advisor Condoleezza Rice. The speech act of the Bush administration relied on the justifications that aimed to convince the
American public of the immense threat of Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq. The most important justifications were the
acquisition of weapons of mass destruction by Saddam’s regime and the links between that regime and Al Qaeda which
was responsible for the 9/11 attacks. The American public represented the component of “audience” in the securitization
theory regarding the case of the US war against Iraq in 2003. Furthermore, the study concludes that the Bush administration
succeeded in “securitizing” Iraq and Saddam Hussein’s regime by its ability to shift Iraq and the regime from a political
case to a security issue that was threatening US national security. Consequently, the Bush administration was able to
convince the American public of the immense threat of Saddam’s regime in Iraq to the lives of the American people and
US national security.

Keywords: Securitization theory, Iraq, Saddam Hussein’s regime, US war on Iraq in 2003.
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