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The Omani society's perceptions about the role of sport in achieving the goals of

sustainable development (2030)

Huda M. Al-Dayri Ahmed H. Al-Rabaani
Ministry of Education Sultan Qaboos University

(Received 25/12/2018 ; Accepted for publication 1/5/2019)
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Abstract: The study aimed at determining the knowledge and perceptions of the Omani society
about the role of sport and its challenges in achieving the goals of sustainable development 2030. The
study used the descriptive approach to study the phenomenon as it is. The data are collected through a
questionnaire consisting of (59) paragraphs divided into four axes: the first is the demographic data,
the second is the knowledge of sustainable development and its objectives, and the third is the
perceptions about the role of sport in achieving the seven objectives of the United Nations for
Sustainable Development 2030. The fourth is the challenges that face the contribution of sport in
achieving the goals of sustainable development.

The study was based on a sample of 308 persons from different governorates of the Sultanate. The
results showed that 81.2% had knowledge of sustainable development and its objectives. It also
showed that (86%) have positive perceptions about the role of sport in achieving the goals of
sustainable development in general, and strongly believe (4.2) the role of different sports activities in
achieving each of the goals of sustainable development. The results also showed differences due to
gender variable in favor of males. Furthermore, the results showed that there are significant
challenges to the contribution of sport goes against achieving the goals of sustainable development
for 2030. The study recommended the need to increase awareness of the role of sport, the
development of sports infrastructure facilities, as well as policies to enable women's participation in
sports. It also recommended to enhance the role of media and develop sports activities for all
segments of society.
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