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Saudi Settlement Centers: A Contextual Analysis

Mohammed Alnowaiser
Associate, Professor, Urban Planning Department,
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Small town centers play a more important role in enhancing the quality of life of its inhabit-
ants, considering economic, social and cultural activities than do big city centers.

Saudi settlement centers are not covered in current city comprehensive plans, while such areas are
creating some of the greatest obstacles to the planning process. The lack of urban renewal plans have
resulted in chaotic central development. Thus most central areas became substandard environments. This
caused the emergence of new scattered commercial strips in unplanned locations and has provided the
imputus to remove some central elements. It, in turn, has confused and shifted the urban focus and the
overall settlement structure and pattern.

This study concentrates on the analysis of the existing conditions of Saudi small city centers, their con-
text, and their development determinant dynamics. It will provide the first phase in the process to develop
a medium settlements center redevelopment manual.



