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Jurisprudential Terms in “On Legal Theory of Muslim Jurisprudence” Book (Al-
Mustasf & min 'ilm al-usuul): a Semantic Study
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Abstract. The research is intended to study the jurisprudential terms used in the book titled “On Legal Theory of
Muslim Jurisprudence” Book (Al-Mustasf & min 'ilm al-usuul) by Abt Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-
Ghazali. This was achieved by examining the idiomatic and the linguistic meanings in terms of similarities and
dissimilarities, whenever applicable, and rooting such terms in lexicographical books such as al-'Ayn, Tahdhib Al-
Lughat (the Concise Guide of Languages), Lisan al-‘Arab, and Taj Al-‘Arus, and others. The criterion of item
selection from book chapters ordered alphabetically was applied to words bearing two meanings, idiomatic and
linguistic.
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