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The Attitude of al-Ghazali toward Speculative Theology
(Kalam)

Ahmad Mehammad Ahmad Gali
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, College of Education,
King Saud University, Riyadh, SaudiArabia

Abstract. The objective of this article is to study the attitude of Imam Abu-Hamid al-Ghazali toward
speculative theclogy, the method used by different schools of thought such as the Mu'tazilites, the
Asharites and the Maturidites. Although al-Ghazali belongs to the Ash’arite school, the period of scepti-
cism through which he passed made him free to study and ¢valuate speculative theology in an objective
way.

The article showed that, to al-Ghazali, speculative theology has limited aims; it succeeded in defend-
ing dogma (faith) against heretical aberrations and innovations, but failed to contribute to the attainment
of individual salvation.

The article also revealed that, inspite of al-Ghazali's attitude toward kalam, he played a major role
in the development of the Ash’arite theological school, and he utilized his vast knowledge of Aristotelian
syllogistic logic in this respect. He also succeeded in introducing logic in the field of the principles of juris-
prudence (usid al-figh).



