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Abstract: This study has been conducted to identify the extent to which managers and department heads, at Prince
Sattam Bin Abdul Aziz University in AlKharj city, are practicing ethical leadership. Also to identify the effect of
ethical leadership on subordinates’ job satisfaction. A Descriptive analytical approach has been used to achieve the
objectives of the study through distributing a questionnaire among all the administrative staff of the university.

The study shows that managers and department heads practice ethical leadership to some extent and the most
prominent element mostly practiced is respecting their subordinates. In addition, the study found statistically
significant relationships between the components of ethical leadership and subordinates’ job satisfaction. Step-
wise regression analysis shows that the construct of ethical leadership and one of its components, respect, have a
significant effect on subordinates’ job satisfaction.

In the light of these results the researchers recommend the necessity of reviewing the practices of ethical
leadership in the university and study the factors that limit the practice of some elements of ethical leadership,
such as credibility and justice. And the university should emphasize the importance of ethical leadership through
training its staff about it and its importance for employees’ attitudes, especially subordinates’ job satisfaction.



