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Iran’s foreign policy orientations towards the demonstrations in the
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Abstract. The study aims at analysing the orientations of foreign policy of Islamic Republic of Iran toward the
Avrab demonstrations in the period from 2011-2014which formed a transitional stage in the Arab region that will
affect the political situation in the region, the inter-Arab relations and the Arab, regional and international
relations. This study discusses in details the Iran attitude of Arab demonstrations in Egypt, Syria and Bahrain to
find out the duplication of Iran attitude toward the demonstrations in these countries. The study tries to test the
validity of the following hypothesis ‘there is a duplication in the orientation of Iran's foreign policy towards the
Arab demonstrations in the period 2011-2014’" using the analytical and compositional approaches. The study
concluded that as much as the Arab demonstrations gave the opportunities for Iran to expand in the region-
especially with the fall of some political regimes that represented regional opponents to Iran such as regimes of
Tunisia’s and Egypt's former presidents Zine El Abidin Ben Ali and Hosni Mubarak which largely prompted Iran
to talk about the new Islamic Middle East that originates in the region as Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar
Salehi said-, it also imposed heavy challenges against Iran's regional role and ambitions to become a major
regional power in the region. The Arab revolutionary movement affected Iran's allies in the region led by President
Bashar al-Assad's regime. It also imposed on Iran to adopt a policy carrying a clear sectarian dimension. That was
clarified by Iran's attitude toward the Bahraini demonstrations where Iran considered its interference in Bahrain as
a "support to the oppressed” and it criticized the entry of "AL Jazeera Shield" forces to Bahrain to protect public
facilities which considered it as "a Saudi invasion" and it threatened to intervene saying that intervention "can
change the map of the region”’ as former Iranian President Ahmadi Nejad. The study recommends on the necessity
to develop strategies to confront the Iranian sectarian project of the Arab official of Arab countries and to
highlight the role of Iran in Irag, Syria and the Gulf countries as a example for the Iranian intervention in the Arab
countries in order to neutralize these political and sectarian influence and to reconsider the level of Arab - Iran
relations on the Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation Council in order to identify the Iranian political
intervention in the Arab region.
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