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Ibn Khafaja’s Description of the Mountain:
A Proposed Reading of a Classical Text

Abdal-Rahman A. Al-Khangi
Praofessor, Department of Arabic. Colfege of Arts,
King Swed University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper deals with a certain phenomenon in elassical Arabic pocetry related to the presenta-
tion of some poems in the form of extracts taken out of their original complete lexts. Later on the text
selected tends to acquire the status of a complete text. Sometimes. the poet and his poem are evaluated
according to the part selected. and. eventually, such a judgment often proves to be invalid.

As an example of this phenomenon the present paper deals with one famous extract composed by
Ibn Khafaja. an Andalusian poct. The extract is given the title of “Description of @ Mountain,” while the
complete text, in the poet’s diwas, is introduced by this expression. “He said in contemplation...." The
complete text exceeds the extract by nine stanzas.

Through the analysis of the complete poem, the present paper trics to show the difference hetween
two visions. While the extract seems to be a simple straightforward description of a landscape. the com-
plete text is a deep philosophical mediation about the dilemma of life and death. It also shows how man is

always haunted by deuath. while dreaming of perpetual life and eternity.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

