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The Personification of the Camel and Horse Speech in Classical Arabic
Poetry between Antata, Al-Muthaggab and Al-Mutanabi
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Abstract: This study deals with the personification of the the-camel and the horse in classical Arabic
poetry through attributing to them the faculty of speech, as found in the poems of the pre-Islamic and
Abbasid poets, namely Antara Ibn Shaddad, Al-Muthagab Al Abdi and Al-Mutanabi. It attempts to
clarify this figure of speech, and determine its artistic and semantic features. The study will
concentrate on the specific verses that utilize this technique in Antra’s Muallagah, Al-Abdi’s
Nuniyyah, and Al-Mutanabi's Shib Buwan poem. It will show the development and evolution of this
phenomenon and determine its purposes from a historical perspective.

The study will seek also to examine the views expressed by old and modern critics and scholars on
the verses in which this figure of speech was applied. Finally, a comparison will be made between
these three poets to determine their originality and imitation.
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