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Abstract. The purpose of this descriptive study was to determine the attitudes of decision makers in the Ministry of Health towards
the privatization of the governmental hospitals. The study was also set to gain knowledge on the benefits and obstacles associated
with privatization and the requirements that might be needed before privatization. The data were collected using a self-administered
questionnaire. Six hundred questionnaires were distributed, of which 505 were returned and valid for analysis. The results indicated
that respondents were split on their agreement towards privatization. The results indicated that the lack of information about the
concept of privatization and the consequences that might occur as a result of privatization were among the most important factors
that hindered respondents to agree on privatization. The study suggests that necessary logistics, such as educational campaigns to
the public, protecting current employed staff rights, readiness of healthcare infrastructure and speeding up the cooperative health
insurance are among the possible prerequisites before making the decision of privatization. Further research is needed at a wider level
in other parts of the Kingdom about this important topic.
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