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Event Construction in Narratology: Radwa Ashour’s Novels as Exemplar
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Abstract. Novels are considered the most society-related literary genre that obtains its events from the society’s
reality, articulates its issues, and resolves its problems in an artistic manner that depicts characters, events, and
stances, and in a combination of reality and fiction, which makes it different from other narrative genres such as
biographies and diaries. Event forms the pillar of the narrative construction, and the pattern around which the story
is woven. Hence, it is the most important tool that the author utilizes, and by moving it from reality to a world that
is full of fiction and imagination, the author produces an interesting narration that leads to the leader having
pleasure of reading and imagination. However, if the author keeps it in its ordinary situ, it gets dry and does not
come to fruition. That is because the artistic event creates a network of relationships with the other narration
elements, whereby the work turns from a mere event to a novel that has an action and interaction as characters
move and dialogue, times comes out of its stagnation, place comes out of calmness to movement and continuous
change. Thus, narration revives with the growth and development of the event. Radwa Ashour’s narratives share
the same event construction; the author has her own style in arranging events in an alternation manner. The inner
events are arranged in a way that is different from the temporal pattern in the original story. It narrates events and
postpones others, an overlap that results in a great deal of drama in the artistic event. We, therefore, find two
stories or even more in the novel that are compatible so that the events are parallel in their narrative construction,
unlike the event in the mono-vision novels. That is, the story seems just a description of an event that is free from
artistic imagination, and with the reality of the characters, time, and place, the alternation of the events becomes a
deconstruction factor for the story, so the scenes appear separate and strange from each other.
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