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The Right to A Fair Criminal Trial in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia:  
An Evaluative Study 
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Abstract. The right to a fair trial has become one of the most important rights that individuals enjoy. This is 
evident from the fact that many international and regional treaties, as well as national constitutions and procedural 
laws guarantee this right. The right to a fair trial is particularly important during the criminal process because it 
represents an indispensible means to protect the life, liberty and security of persons who are charged with 
committing criminal offences, which might be otherwise violated as a result of miscarriages of justice or the 
State’s exercise of its coercive powers during the criminal process.  The role of the right to a fair trial in the 
criminal process is, thus, to provide individuals involved in such proceedings with procedural safeguards that 
guarantee that individuals are not at a substantial disadvantage vis-à-vis the State, and, which, will, in the end, 
ensure the proper administration of justice. 
Since the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has adopted during the previous decade a number of statutes that aim to 
enhance the protection of human rights in the Kingdom and in particular the right to a fair trial in the criminal 
process, this study seeks to examine the provisions of these statutes to determine the extent to which, in relation to 
the right to a fair trial in criminal proceedings, they conform to international human rights standards, and to 
provide suggestions which could help push forward the reform process which the Saudi criminal justice system is 
currently undergoing. 
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