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Methodology of Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar in Counting the Hadiths of Sahih Al-Bukhari
Dr. Bakr bin Muhammad Al-Bukhari*

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract: The research reveals Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar's detailed approach in counting the Hadiths of Sahih Al-Bukhari. It aims at pointing
out Al-Hafiz's approach in counting the connected [Muttasil] and suspended [Mu'allaq] Hadiths and traditions, as well as demonstrating the
method of Al-Hafiz in dealing with converted chains of narrations and those in conjunction, follow-ups Hadiths, and different wording of
Hadith. This research also aims at developing a scientific base to count the types of authentic Hadith. I adopted the inductive analytical
approach in this research. The main results of the research is that Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852 A.H.) was most careful for counting
the Hadith of Sahih Al-Bukhari, and that Hadith scholars differed in counting Hadiths for many reasons, including the difference in their
method of counting. Al-Hafiz's counting in his book “Fath Al-Bari” is more detailed than in his counting in “Huda al-Sari”. Conjunction of
chains of narration, conversion, and Hadith referencing were taken into consideration during counting. Al-Hafiz distinguished in the
counting between kinds of discontinued [Mauquf] Hadith, and counted among the traceable [Marfu'] Hadith those Hadiths to which the same
rule applies and the incompletely transmitted [Mursal] Hadith. He also counted the Hadith texts in conjunction and abrogation Hadiths if they
had the same context. However, Al-Hafez didn't consider in his counting the suspended [Mu'allaq] Hadith if it came connected in one
chapter; also he didn't consider the anonymous sayings. The most important recommendations of the research include utilizing modern
methods in counting types of Hadith in Sahih Al-Bukhari, according to a methodology based on Al-Hafiz's approach. They also include
numbering Hadith in an accessible manner during printing Sahih Al-Bukhari, rather than using statistical numbering, as well as taking
advantage of statistical potential in Hadith studies to produce accurate results.

key words: Sahih Al-Bukhari. Ibn Hajar, number, counting, method.
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