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Methodology of Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar in Counting the Hadiths of Sahih Al-Bukhari 

Dr. Bakr bin Muhammad Al-Bukhari* 

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University 

Abstract: The research reveals Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar's detailed approach in counting the Hadiths of Sahih Al-Bukhari. It aims at pointing 
out Al-Hafiz's approach in counting the connected [Muttasil] and suspended [Mu`allaq] Hadiths and traditions, as well as demonstrating the 
method of Al-Hafiz in dealing with converted chains of narrations and those in conjunction, follow-ups Hadiths, and different wording of 
Hadith. This research also aims at developing a scientific base to count the types of authentic Hadith. I adopted the inductive analytical 
approach in this research. The main results of the research is that Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852 A.H.) was most careful for counting 
the Hadith of Sahih Al-Bukhari, and that Hadith scholars differed in counting Hadiths for many reasons, including the difference in their 
method of counting. Al-Hafiz's counting in his book “Fath Al-Bari” is more detailed than in his counting in “Huda al-Sari”. Conjunction of 
chains of narration,  conversion, and Hadith referencing were taken into consideration during counting. Al-Hafiz distinguished in the 
counting between kinds of discontinued [Mauquf] Hadith, and counted among the traceable [Marfu`] Hadith those Hadiths to which the same 
rule applies and the incompletely transmitted [Mursal] Hadith. He also counted the Hadith texts in conjunction and abrogation Hadiths if they 
had the same context. However, Al-Hafez didn't consider in his counting the suspended [Mu`allaq] Hadith if it came connected in one 
chapter; also he didn't consider the anonymous sayings. The most important recommendations of the research include utilizing modern 
methods in counting types of Hadith in Sahih Al-Bukhari, according to a methodology based on Al-Hafiz's approach. They also include 
numbering Hadith in an accessible manner during printing Sahih Al-Bukhari, rather than using statistical numbering, as well as taking 
advantage of statistical potential in Hadith studies to produce accurate results. 

key words: Sahih Al-Bukhari.  Ibn Hajar, number, counting, method. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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      �s¦� �S  ª1I¦2q  �*I �r �p : ب �� �8I�C�L ? �� �: ®aI�
 
 �N�S :q { �s¦� �S :? �* �r �!�M  �N�S :q { �s¦� �S :6�2�xI �M ? �*I ¦f�2  �N�IS :

q { �s¦� �S : ®lª�±U��M �?  �N�S :q  �J ����ªZ�{ 
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4 − 2 dS*1184 � ��¦� �� �Uu�I[�
 �N�IS , ��I) ª0 �) �12  :
 ±�[ �N�IS , �e6I®)�L ª»�L �12 ��� ª! �� �Uu : ª»�L �1I2 ��I) ª0 �) lUu ±�I[

 �N�S , ���ª� �[ : ª�I¦� �� �1I2 ��I�u ¦* �� �s ¦! ªr ���
 �N�IS , ± ª� �0II���
  :
 �sI¦� �_�M , ±lIªU �T��
 �* ª��I� �12 ���� ¦_ �� �s¦� �C�L : �yI�� ª� ¦��L q�L  ¦1I ª�  

 ª�� �; ��¦� �S ª ¦��O �! ¦@ �
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 ! ��I�� ¦_ �� �N�_M  :

                                                 
�53�  e
68�
 �!� :Jc]��{ 

�54�  3-85 N�5
 e���
 H �
6@9�
 �Oc�
 
�� ��6;6� � L lU!)� ,
�_t�!� � �M { 

 ª� ¦T �� �B� �J�� �! ¦]�� �±U �@ � ±�ªZ �
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 �� ª[�;�
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 ���: ¦�ªZ 6�2�L �T �!�M �
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 ªH �J�C �6 �c¦U���S{  �B� �J ±] �@ È ªp �� �P �Q �� ��
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 1218Jc]� e�Of�
 H { 

2  −  < �II!21210 :� ¦aII±U�
 �N�IIS ±dII�uI ��¦� �rII �i �1II¦2 �* :
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 N�IS � : 
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 �s�ª_���M, �s¦� �_�M  : �N6I �� �
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 ±̂ �L �U �\ �� � 
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 ª�¦� �� �1¦2 ª0) ª0 �!�
�
 �N�S , : 1I� , ª̂ 6 �kI ª/��
 �1¦2 �j ��6�) lUu ±�[
 ªJI�ª2�L 1I� , �K ¦6I �� ª1¦2 ª1� ¦� ±*�
 ª�¦� �� ª1¦2 �d� ª.
*¦2ªZ ª1¦2 ª7ª��;:  ¦1I ��

 ª? �� �/ �K ¦6 �� ª1¦2 ª1� ¦� ±*�
 ª�¦� �� �N�S  :�I D2�Oª@ �j�� �� �1¦2 ��±� ���L �s¦��C�@ :
 ���]¦ �Â ¦̂ �xª2 , ª�I�U) ª���ª2 ªJªO�� ª��I; ªH �J���] ¦[�L �� , �� ±f �rª2 lªO�� ª��; ªH lªU

 �N�S , �1� ¦� ±*�
 �� ¦* �@�A ±h���M : �yªrI ¦��ª2 lªU¦�ªC�I@ , �1� ¦� ±*�
 �K ª* ¦��L q
 �J�O¦��C�f�M , ª�±�ª� ª.��
 ªH �̂ �@ � ª9±�
 : ª, ¦6I �) ªH �̂ �I@ ±h���M ,� �* ¦r �� ��¦� �� 

 �s ¦/ �* �� , �
 ¦��2 �8I¦2�x�M , �­�I±U�
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 �1 ª� �¤ª�¦ �� �B� �j�S �� ��±O �[ �$ �* ���M ,N̄ ��ª2 : ��±� ���L 
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�u� ªH ª
�8¦��5
 �JI�U¦2
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 ¦d �T�� �\ ¦i�5  ±h���M , D�� ª_�u D� �/ �
 �̂ �@ �� ,��6�!��¦O�) ��±O �[ 
 ¦6�2�L ±d�u , �?6���O �_�M
 �J�� �s¦��S ,��6 �@ �
¦��L : ¦� �*¦2
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 �N�x ¦��L ��±O �[ � �lª�±U�
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�L ¦��L � �J���x ¦cI �) ¦1I ��  { �JI ±��L ��
 ±lIIª�±U�
 �N�xII ��� , ��
A 1II� �IITª� ¦@�xª2 �? �* ���xII �M , ��II �� ¦
�L ¦��L { �N�IIS

 ��¦��� ��  �
 :lªU�� ª�¦!���M � ± �L ,�̄ ���L � ± �L ��  ¦s �:�2�A{� 
5  − ¤��~
 e���
 H Rt�!� K6S6� :� ē�I2 : ��I ��� �@ ��

 ̄� �0ª)�II/ ª�IIª)�\�
� ª� ª.� ±kII�
 { ��II¦� �� ��II�O �@ ���
 ��Z � �*II ¦r �� �1II¦2 
 ªJª�� �� �* ¦T�S, �̄Iª)�� 6I.�  �JI¦U �� : ª4ª\ ±8I�
 , ªJIª� ¦.�L 1I� �lI �@ �0�) ¦̂ �L
 ª4ª� �f�
��{ 

6  −  < �_� N6;6� K6S6� 2313 � ��I��¦��O�S �Uu�I[
 ���ª! �� �1¦2 : �* �r �� ª��S �� �; ªH �N�S � �* ¦r �� ¦1 �� , �̂ �� ¦] �� �Uu ±�[ : �¤¦���

I �u�x�O �� � ¦4I �� ,� D_) ª�I �; ��ª@ ¦6�) �� �� �@��) ¦̂ �L <̄�U �/ � ª© �6�
 �B� Dq�I� �� {
 ª­�I±U�ª� � ª�I¦ �Ì , �* �r �� ���S �� �; ªp�) 6 �. �* �r �� �1¦2
 �̂ �f�M  ª�I ¦.�L ¦1I ª�

 ¦d ªT¦��� �� �N ª0¦U�) �̂ �@ , �� ±f���{ 

 F�E�� : <6960 � ̄� ±� �cI �� �Uu�III[ : �1II¦2 �II��¦ �Â �Uu ±�II[
 ª�¦��� �� ¦1 �� , ���ª! ���
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 �sI ¦��L �7ªf¦UI �) �� , ��
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 ���U¦2
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{� 
 < �6961 � ̄� ±� �c�� �Uu�I[ : ¦ �Â �Uu ±�[ ª�¦��� �� ¦1 �� , �����
 

 �* �r �� ª1¦2 : ª�I¦� �� �� ª1 �cI� ¦g
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