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Human Wisdom Versus Urban Poverty
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Abstract. By accepting modernity, instrumental reasoning became the method of enquiry in the Muslim
world in all scientific fields including urban studies. Whether it is deductive or inductive mode of thinking,
modern epistemology based on human rationality has eliminated Islamic principles from creating built
environments. The reason is that following Islamic principles will limit human rationality against God’s
wisdom. The paper will argue that because of this shifl the quality of the built environment in the Muslim
world has deteriorated and Muslims lost their environmental identities. By comparing property rights in
Capitalism, Socialism and Islam, this research will explain some Islamic principles that empowered end-users
and liberated their actions to create appropriate environmental solutions. Those refined actions and
accumulated solutions that became conventions gave cach community its unique suitable environmental
identity. Contemporary environments, on the other hand, through modern and post-modern aesthetics,
standardisation, zoning regulations, ... ctc. have eliminated individual’s choices thus hindering appropriate
environmental solutions from accumulating. In short, through professional interventions that are based on
human rationality, a contemporary suffocating system has replaced liberating-Islamic principles.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



