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Revisiting the Concept of Imaginativeness in Arabs’ Modern Critical Discourse
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Abstract. The concept, imaginativeness, has received intensive care and great attention by Arabs in critical and
philosophical heritage owing to their awareness of the cognitive value and creative effectiveness it has. Thus,
critics, rhetoricians, and philosophers have made attempts to study the mental processes and psychological
characteristics that specify how it (i.e., imaginativeness) works and adds an aesthetic value to a poetic text in order
to account for many facets of the concept’s artistic obscurity, expressive potential, and influential abilities, as well
as to reveal the mystery of the imaginative act and manners of formation and functionality it involves in the
creative self. Being inspired by theories and schools approaching imaginativeness, and the romantic, surrealist,
phenomenological, and anthropological ones in particular, Arabs have endeavored to conceptualize
imaginativeness differently, in a way that breaks with the old conceptualizations and establishes a new vision that
ties the concept to contemporary sciences and overcomes many of the obstacles that have precluded from
understanding outputs and expressive creations thereof. Notwithstanding, the accuracy and depth of some
conceptualizations of the concept by ancient Arabs resulted in many researchers defending its procedural value
and theoretical significance, and led to the advent of three main trends in approaching and assessing
imaginativeness among the modern Arabs. The first has sought to advocate the significance of imaginativeness
and value among the ancients, while the second has called for the necessity of breaking with it as it has become
obsolete and outdated. Yet, the third has attempted to view the bright side of the concept and has worked on
developing and enriching it according to scientific findings and theoretical conceptualizations achieved by modern
science interested in studying psychology, cognition, and communication.

Keywords: imaginativeness, heritage, philosophy, criticism, modernization.
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