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Abstract. The vital role of the river represented in the city's urban formation specifically in their
structure, spatial organization, and land use, as land use always get closer to the river to take advantage
of the benefits it provides. In spite of the significant role played by the riverfronts in the city life, they
have remained generally in Iraq, and especially in Baghdad, neglected in planning and designing. This
research confirm on studying the effect of planning standards in the urban formation of the riverfronts
of Baghdad. The research methodology depended on building a theoretical the literature review of
the riverfronts urban formation in general, to toward defining the planning standards that govern the
development of the riverfronts urban formation, in particular. And building a theoretical frame to extract
the most important indicators of urban formation and planning standards, and explain their effects in
the urban formation of Baghdad riverfronts. These indicators were employing in the application of
measurement in the case study, for the selected area - old Rusafa center. The research reached a model
that explains the research hypothesis and its variables, and point out the importance of the elements
of city structure in the urban formation of riverfronts, as well as the important of improving the urban
functions and events that enhance the opportunities of social interaction and accessibility by the direct

accessibility to the riverfronts, as a valuable urban area and historical public space.
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