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An Inscription at the Fortress of Al-Zuraib in Al-Wajeh in
Northwest Saudi Arabia: New Light on Its Reading

Ali Hamed Ghabban
Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology and Museology,
College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper sheds new light on the inscription of the fortress of al-Zuraib which is located cast
of the town of al-Wajh in northwestern Saudi Arabia. The fortress is situated on the Egyptian pilgrim
route and was built during the Ottoman period. Its date is controversial and its foundation inscription on
the entrance has no date. The foundation inscription is one of the few inscriptions found along the pilgrim
route, The inscription of the {ortress has been misread twice because of its difficult style, Previously it was
read in prose form though it was actually written as a poem in thulurh script. Several rereadings and close
scrutiny of the inscription reveal a new interpretation which is the topic of this paper. This article is based
upon the study of Arabic metrical structure of every verse of the poetry in the inscription. This renders
previous attempts of reading meaningless. As a result of the study it has become easy to understand the
mcaning of the context and know the date of the fortress. The study also analyses the meaning of the con-
text of the inscription and biographies of the personal names mentioned. These aspects have not been
dealt with previously.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

