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A Methodological Analysis of the ABC of Indiginization of Arab
Sociology wirhin a Scientific Spirit

Mahmoud Habib Dhaouadi
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Keywords: potry the Arab world, dependent Arab sociology, lack of independent Arab sociology,
absence of Arab sociological concepts, theses and theories, liberation from Western sociological
thought dependency.

Abstract. This study assesses the state of Arab sociology today. The author argues it is unlikely to
establish an authentic Arab sociology without Arab sociologists’ success in inventing concepts, theses
and theories drawn from the reality and the culture of Arab societies. The author believesthat the
prevailing thought dependency on Western sociology by Arab sociologists has deprived them from
meeting the challenge of the above. This view explains that Ibn Khaldun’s abilityto establish his New
Science was due to his Muqaddimah’s set of genuine concepts, theories and theses derived from the
social facts of Arab societies especially those in the Maghreb. In contrast, there is almost a full
absence in Arab contemporary sociologyof Arab knowledge heritage of new concepts, theses and
theories. The author uses his own experience of attempting to come up with a new set of notions,
theories and theses through his studies of various phenomena in Arab societies. If this new
contribution has a scientific credibility, it would be a way of liberation from Western sociological
dependency and gaining ground in favor of establishing authentic Arab sociology which can offer
reliable understanding and explanation to individual behaviors as well as to social phenomena in the
Avrab world.
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