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death (see also Yunis, 2014). Top-down reasoning
(application of general rule to achieve conclusion) is
expressed and achieved through logic and evidence. This is
exemplified in macro-proposition four. The creation of
Heaven, spread out of earth, and set firmly of the mountains
are presented in this Surah to reach this conclusion: people
will be resurrected after death.

Emotion involves both (a) invitation for righteousness and
(b) intimidation from arrogance and hell. This is portrayed
in macro-propositions two, three, and five.

These discursive strategies have contributed greatly to the
overall organization of the Surah and its powerful
persuasive language.

5. Findings

The analysis of the Surah reveals the following:

a. The Surah is arranged in a way that suggests both
persuasion of the Day of Resurrection and warning of
the denial of this truth. In other words, reasoning and
emotion are used to change the disbelievers’ attitudes
towards Resurrection and life after death. Top-down
reasoning (presentation of general rule to achieve
conclusion) is achieved through logic and evidence.

b. The main theme of the Surah, Day of Resurrection and
life after death, is presented in different but closely
related six macro-propositions.

c. These macro-propositions are presented through four
various modes: descriptive, narrative, logic, and
dialectic. The variety of these modes results in very
powerful language.

d. Throughout the Surah, the sentences are of simple
structure.

e. Every macro-proposition has a distinct ayah ending. This
functions as a cohesive tie.

f. Cohesion is achieved by various linguistic means.

g. The frequently particles used as cohesive ties,

particularly within a macro -proposition, are (fa). b

(wa) and

h. Phonological cohesion is presented through rhematic
effect.

(fa amma- fa inna ) structure, and C)L.’o—l.i’o i. Other

cohesive and persuasive devices, such as ayah ending,
question form are also used.

j- Single rich lexical items are used to describe different
events of the Day of Resurrection.

k. Different linguistic means are used to achieve the
persuasive language. This includes the thematic
structure of the overall argument, the structure of the
sentences, and the choices of the powerful words that
express both reasoning and emotion.

1. Persuasion in the Surah is expressed by logic, evidence,

cause and effect, and imagery.

6. Conclusion and further work

Surat an-Nazi’at is structured in a way that meets its
main aim: make the disbelievers believe in the Resurrection
and life after death (persuasion) or bear the consequences of
their denial of this fact (warning). As the analysis of the
Surah reveals, integrated linguistic means are used to
achieve this goal. At the thematic level, the surah is

presented through six subthemes which support the overall
theme. In addition to the thematic structure, choice of
words also contribute to the strong persuasive language
used to cause the disbelievers believe in Resurrection and
life after death and warn them of the severe punishment if
they reject this truth. As indicated above, single lexical
items are used to describe separate events of the Day of
Resurrection. Their rhymatic effect yields phonological
cohesion as well. Another factor that results in strong
persuasive language is the different four modes used in the
Surah. In addition to their cohesive role, these modes are
presented to both convince the disbelievers that there will
be life after death and warn them of their denial of this
truth. In short, the arrangement of subthemes of the Surah
in different patterns, the choice of words, and the ayah
ending in each subtheme are all correlated to the persuasive
language of the Surah.

The thematic structure is analysed in terms of the
contribution of the macro-propositions to the overall theme
of Surat an-Nazi’at and its persuasive language. Much
remains to be done in this regard. The thematic structure of
the Surah needs to be further investigated in terms of
sentence length, adjunct and disjunct clauses. The parallel
structures which are used as cohesive devices also need to
be further analyzed troughout the surah.
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Thus, the macro-propositions of the Surah are interrelated
in a variety of persuasive ways. This interrelatedness grants
the objectives of the Surah: an invitation to the
righteousness and an intimidation.

4.5 Other Discursive methods

Other discursive methods are also used in the organization
of this Surah to achieve persuasion. These include emphasis
(macro-proposition one), foreground and background

(macro-propositions four: (lal>s U3 day 2 ;’)l\ 9 And
after that He spread out the earth) and macro-proposition
six: (Lalgus &b, ) To your Lord belongs the knowledge

of the term therefore) and ellipsis ( dd>ly Je g1 o ol3

Hearts (of people) on that Day will be trembling with fear).

Another feature of the overall organization of the Surah is
that the six macro-propositions are structured in distinct
stylistic patterns. The modes that form the overall
argumentative structure of the Surah are as follows:

a. Descriptive: macro-propositions one, two, and five

b. Narrative: macro-proposition three

c. Logic (presentation of factual evidence): macro-
propositions four

d. Dialectic: macro-proposition six

Reasoning and emotion are wused to change the
disbelievers’ attitudes towards Resurrection and life after
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4.2. Modality

Modality refers to devices that are used to express different
degrees of commitment to or belief in a proposition (Saeed,
2009: 138). It is of two types: epistemic modality
(speaker’s degrees of knowledge) and denotic modality
(speaker’s attitude to factors of obligation, responsibility,

and permission).

Table 7: Results of modality

Modality plays a major and integral role in persuasive
discourse. Fowler (1985: 73) points out that modality is
signified through adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and
nominalization. The analysis reveals that adjectives, verbs
and nouns are frequently used in the six macro-propositions
of the Surah, as indicated by the table below.

Macro-proposition Number of ayahs Number of verbs Number of adjectives Number of nouns
One 5 0 5 5
Two 9 4 5 9
Three 12 18 2 6
Four 7 9 0 8
Five 8 9 2 7
Six 5 4 0 3

As the above table shows, verbs are densely used in macro-
proposition three. This story-like macro-proposition is
presented to set an example for those disbelievers who
reject the idea of Resurrection and life after death. The
message, the severe punishment that Pharaoh received as a
result of his rebellion against the Creator, is expressed
through the action verbs. Nouns are found in all six macro-
propositions. Macro-proposition two scores the highest
number of nouns with nine occurrences. This is because the
theme of this macro-proposition describes the scene of the
Resurrection in full detailed information and imagery.
Sentence length provides important information about a text
(Westin, 2002: 80). Except for the first and final macro-
propositions, which comprise five ayahs each, there is a
comparatively little discrepancy in the number of ayahs of
the macro-propositions of the Surah. The Surah is featured
by simpler sentence structure.

4.3 Lexico-semantics

This Surah, as any other Surah in the Qur’an, is
characterized by precise lexical choice. Throughout the
discourse of this Surah, accurate, descriptive, and rich
lexical words are used. This contributes greatly to the surah
persuasive langauge. For example, the scene of the Day of
Resurrection in macro-propositions two and five is
described in brevity but with complete picture in the

reader’s mind. For example, the words 421 Jf (the day the

blast will convulse) and s JI (there will follow it in

subsequent one) fully express the image and sound of
occurrence of Day of Judgment. Similarly, the word 93}?

( brought in view) provides a clear picture of Hell.

According to Biber (1988) the past tense verbs are usually
markers of narrative discourse. This is attested in macro-
proposition three. Ten past verbs are used in this

proposition, as follows: ( 56 “called him’, J/v.L ‘has

Z
¢z

become rebellious’, :Uﬁ ‘and showed him’, 4283 Ca.\.is

‘denied and disobeyed’, };3? ‘turned back’, 4536 }:.;r.;

P
87 257

15 . 5, 5
‘gathered and proclaimed’, JW# ‘and said’, and &) sds

‘and Allah seized him with punishment’.

4.4 Rhyme (the ayah-final word)

Each macro-proposition of the Surah has its own rhyme
which is achieved through the avah-final word. For
example, every ayah-final word of the macro-proposition
one ends with ‘alif mamdudah’ (Lit. the elongated alif). The
ayahs of every macro-proposition are punctuated by a
rhyme distinct from the rhyme in the subsequent macro-
propositions, as indicated by the following table.

Table 8: Results of Rhyme

Ayah-Final -
word Macro-proposition

ng.; QLE);CJ\Q 1
L5 :lL...;LfJ\j 2
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G SELLG 4
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The first five verses (hereafter ayahs) in section one (theme
one) describes how God’s angels violently take away the
souls of the disbelievers but take smoothly the souls of the
believers at the time of their death. The ayahs take the form
of an oath to confirm the Day of Resurrection, the central
theme of the surah. Predicate, the second part of the oath, is
ellipted. Yet, the structure of this proposition remains
coherent.

This theme is further explained in the second section. Here
a description of a terrifying blasts that will make creation
come to life again is presented. Thus, the focus of the two
first sections is the certainty of Day of Judgment.

In the third section, the story of the prophet Moses and

Hyper-Theme

Pharaoh is presented to remind the disbelievers about the
severe punishment Pharaoh received for his rebellion
against the Creator. Despite this shift in discussion, the
theme of this section is in close relation to the overall
theme. Presentation of Pharaoh story is a warn to
disbelievers that they will meet the same end of Pharaoh
because of their denial of the resurrection after death. Real
life examples of God’s creation, namely the creation of
heaven, earth and mountains are presented in theme four.
The fifth and sixth sections describe the scene of the Day of
Judgment. Thus, themes one, two, three, four, five and six
are all derived from the hyper-them, the Resurrection and
life after death, as indicated below.

The Resurrection and life after death

Theme One Theme Two Theme Three Theme Four Themes Five and Six
God’s angle Description of The story of Pharaoh  Real life examples Scene of the Day
Taking away terrifying blasts  and the sever punish- of God’s creation, of Judgment
The souls of that will make ment he received for namely the creation
believers and creation come his rebellion against of heaven, earth and
disbelievers to life again the Creator mountains

Narrative Logic Dialectic

[ Descriptive ]

Figure 1: Modes of overall thematic structure

In addition to coherence, cohesion plays a major role in the
structure of the Surah. For example, each theme is
characterized by a distinct ayah ending. This distinct
morphological repetition functions as a ‘macro’ cohesive
tie. The scene of the Day of Judgment is differently
represented in macro-propositions two and five. The aim is
to emphasize the terrifying occurrence of the Day of
Judgment. This yields top and bottom thematic
connectedness. Within each theme the ayahs are  linked
by various cohesive particles. The most frequently used
particles are (wa) and (fa) withl4 occurrences for the
former and 10 for the latter. Questions are also used as
cohesive ties as in macro-propositions three and four.

Another cohesive device is the use of —lLb structure.

This i 1s attested i 1n these ayahs 1n macro- pr0p0s1t10n five:

‘5‘9\1‘ &2 r..>r$—‘ g\.s L.a.U‘ eL;L‘ J.a“g a"‘l’ P 4HH (Then as

for him who had rebelled and preferred the life of this
world, Verlly, Hell will be his abode).

f&i—‘gbdﬂ‘dﬁw‘d";jéjrw:jg&;uw
S JU.‘ (But as for him who feared to stand before his Lord

and restrained his soul from evil desires, Lo! The Paradise

will be his abode).
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Table 4: Macro-proposition Four

n of Surat an-Nazi’at ...

PN AT Y

Are you the harder to create or is the heaven that He built P\ Cepaiat]] r‘ Gl Wl (.33”

He raised its height and then put it in proper order Lal;..é i 'éj

Its night He covered with darkness, and its forenoon He LELS;; ';;T 9 Léj.;j u:zja.opij
brought out with light.

And after that He spread out the earth (or shaped it like ostrich egg). [F{E< ;.QS :GJ P 3913

And brought forth therefrom its water and  its pasture. Lle 5y Lkels L;.g ';;T

And the mountains He set firmly.

Making all this a benefit for you and your cattle.

Table S: Macro-proposition Five

But when the great disaster will come.

The man will recall that Day what he had  striven for.

L,...:Lzau.syg’s;\zgggg

And Hell will be brought in view for every one who sees.

43 g

éful(i»é-w

29

Then as for him who had rebelled.

z -

b o G

kA

il

restrained his soul from evil desires.

And preferred the life of this world. 7
Verily, Hell will be his abode. sili o (._.>,A-| 26
But as for him who feared to stand before his Lord and 534! - J\:'z;.\‘ X &5 rL&Z NP L:|3

Lo! The Paradise will be his abode.

Table 6: Macro-proposition Six
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Table 2: Macro-proposition Two
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(Remember) the Day when the quake shall cause a violent jolt.
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It will be followed by another jolt.
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Hearts (of people) on that Day will be trembling with fear.
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Their eyes struck with awe.
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They (the disbelievers) say (now): Shall we be really returned to our previous state?
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§ 5 Llhe LS 1)

What, when we shall have become crumbled bones?
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§ £ 35505 Ay 1 )6

They say: It would then be a worthless return.

B Y=Y
Surely, it will need a single Shout.

$5al00l oA HH
Then, behold, they will be back to life in open plain.

Table 3: Macro-proposition Three

E - 2 © _
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The above studies mainly investigate the Qur’an Surahs
from stylistic point of view. They also show that how the
structure of the surah is related to the overall surah
meaning. While these studies have contributed largely to
the understanding of the Qur’anic text, they differ from the
present study. The majority of the studies that investigate
the discoursal features of the Holy Qura’n are conducted in
Arabic and for rhetorical purposes. Unlike other studies that
investigate Surat an-Nazi’at, the present study analyzes
thematization, lexico-semantics, and rhyme, and how these
notions contribute greatly to the surah persuasive language.
3. Persuasion
Persuasion is considered as an attempt to change one’s
attitudes, beliefs, or behavior. O’Keefe’s (1990) identifies
features for persuasion. Two of which are presence of a
goal and communication. Persuasion involves an influence
and a transmission of a message (Perloff, 2003: 11). Perloff
points out that persuasion involves change: ‘it does not
focus on forming attitudes, but on inducing people to alter
attitudes they already possess. This can involve shaping,
molding, or reinforcing attitudes’ (Perloff, 2003: 19). A
similar perspective on persuasion is provided by Charteris-
Black (2005) who points out that persuasion is ‘an
interactive communicative process in which a message
sender aims to influence the beliefs, attitudes, and behavior
of the message receiver.” (Charteris-Black, 2005: 9).
Miller (1980) argues that communication exerts three
persuasive effects: shaping, reinforcing and changing. Of
these, changing is the most important impact (Millr,1980;
quoted in Perloff, 2003: 19). According to Perloff (2003),
persuasion is a symbolic process; it takes time and involves
a number of steps: ‘persuasion takes time, consists of a
number of steps, and actively involves the recipient of the
message’ (Perloff, ibid: pp 8 and 9). Persuasion should be
distinguished from coercion. The distinction between the

Table 1: Macro-proposition One

two terms is a debatable issue. One of the definitions of the
terms is that persuasion involves reason and verbal appeals
but coercion uses force. For Crusius and Channell (2006),
persuasion depends mainly on two factors: reasoning and
emotion.

In Surat an-Nazi’at, the warning and presentation of logical
evidence to support the fact that there will be Resurrection
and life after death aims to change the disbelievers mental
state. The disbelievers are left with two choices; either to
believe in Resurrection or receive severe punishment.

4. Analysis and discussion of the discourse of the Surah

4.1 Thematic Structure of the Surah

Thematic structure plays a crucial role in the interpretation
of the meaning of a text. Cohesion and coherence are the
two text standards. According to Bell (1991) cohesion
‘consists of the mutual connection of components of
surface text within a sequence of clauses/sentences’, and
coherence ‘consists of the configuration and sequencing of
the concepts and relations of the textual world which
underlie and are realized by the surface text’ (Bell, 1991:
165).

Text coherence is represented by Thematic Progression
(Danes, 1974: 118). Danes identifies different types of
thematic progression. Of these is Thematic Progression
with Derived theme: all the themes of a text are derived
from a hyper theme. This type is applied to the discourse of
the Surah. An interpretation of the meanings of the ayahs
are first translated into English. This is followed by a
division of the discourse of the Surah into six ayah macro-
propositions. The theme of each macro-proposition is then
discussed. Relational and lexical cohesion concludes the
discussion of this section.

G2 ote; g
By those (angels) who violently pull out (the souls of the wicked).

%S gLL.éL?Jlj
And by those (angels) who gently take out (the souls of righteous).

el Ll
And by those who glide about swiftly (in the space).

(SRR ATES
Lo olwllde
E

And then press forward as in a race..

H P
154 ool AL

And then arrange to conduct the affairs (in accordance with Allah’s will).




Journal of Arts, Vol. 31, No. (1), king Saud Univ., Riyadh (2019 /1440H.) 3

1. Introduction
1.1 Scope of the study

The present study aims to investigate the relationship
between the structure of Chapter (hereafter Surat or Surah)
an-Nazi’at and its persuasive language. To do this, both
macro-analysis and micro-analysis of the discourse of the
Surah are studied. The thematic structure, modality, lexico-
semantics, and rhyme of the Surah are analyzed. The study
attempts to answer these questions:

a. To what extent does the overall structure of Surat an-
Nazi’at contribute to its persuasive language?

b. What are the cohesive and coherent devices used for
the organization of this Surah?

2.1 Significance of the study

Many studies have been conducted to analyze the
Chapters (Surahs) of the Holy Qur’an from different
perspectives. The large body of these studies is investigated
in Arabic and are for translation and rhetorical purposes.
Unlike other studies, the present study attempts to fill the
gap in analyzing the discourse of Surat an-Nazi’at in terms
of these respects: thematization, modality, lexico-semantics
and rhyme.

3.1 Data used and analysis

Surat an-Nazi’at is selected to be the data of this study.
The discourse of Surat an-Nazi’at is analyzed at two levels:
macro-analysis and micro-analysis. At the macro-analysis,
the discourse is divided into six macro-propositions. The
propositions are then analyzed in terms of their thematic
structure. Modality plays a major role in persuasive
argument. Thus, the discourse is also analyzed at the micro-
analysis level. At this level, modality, lexical semantics,
and rhyme are analysed. The notions — thematic structure
of the Surah verses, modality, lexico-semantics and rhyme
are qualitatively and quantitatively analyzed.

The approach used for the analysis of the data is a
synthetic approach. For the analysis of the thematic
structure of the Surah, Dane$’ model (1998) is used.
Fowler’s (1985) approach is used for the analysis of
modality. The approach also inevitably involves the
researcher’s religious perspective on the Day of
resurrection. In other words, when the notion of Day of
resurrection is discussed and analyzed the researcher’s
point of view is involved.

4.1 Organization of the study

This paper is divided into six sections. Section One, the
Introduction, presents the aim and scope of the study, the
significance of the study, the data used for the analysis, and
the organization of the study. Section Two discusses the
previous studies related to the present study. The notion of
Persuasion is discussed in Section Three. Section Four
concerns a detailed discussion of the thematic structure of
the Surah and other cohesive devices used to achieve
persuasion, Modality, Lexico-semantics, Rhyme and other
discursive methods. In this section, section four, the six
macro-propositions of the Surah are analyzed. It also
discusses the role played by modality in the persuasive
discourse. This concerns, among other things, the frequency
of adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and nominalization of the
Surah. The section also deals with how the lexical choice is
reflected in the discourse of the Surah and its persuasive

language. The rhyme of each macro-proposition of the
Surah is also discussed in this section. Other discursive
methods used to achieve persuasion, such as emphasis,
ellipsis and grounding conclude the discussion of this
section. The final section, Section Six, deals with the
findings of the analyses.

2. Review of related literature

The majority of the studies that investigate Surta an-
Nazi’at are in Arabic and are concerned with the stylistic
features of Qur’anic discourse. Of these is a study
conducted by As- Samara’i (2015), who examines the
rhetoric of the Qur’anic lexical items. As- Samara’i points
out that each lexical item in the Holy Qur’an has its own
specific function. This is exemplified in various respects,
such as ellipsis, passivization, singularity, duality and
plurality. Same lexical item can take different forms to

s 56

serve the purpose of its context. For instance, ‘0 FSvry
that appears in one Qur’anic verse takes a different form
) M!_/l‘ in another context to achieve more powerful

meaning (2015: 56). This also applies to the ellipsis of
some sounds and letters in isolation in some Qur’anic
verses.

In an in-depth study, Yunis (2014) examines, among
other things, the intertextual relationships in Surat Al-
Ahzab. Each unit of the Surah, Yunis argues, is coherently
structured and linked with other preceding and following
units through the use of various intertextual devices, such
as coordination, repetition, emphasis, and reasoning. He
concludes that the lexical and contextual relations play a
major role in coherently relating the propositions of the
discourse of the Surah and precisely achieving the message
intended.

The structure of the Holy Qur’an is also discussed by
Daham (2009). Daham studies the rhetorical features of
Surat an-Nazi’at. He concludes that the Surah displays
various rhetorical features, such as metaphor, simile,
alliteration and repetition of some grammatical structures.
Ellipsis is also found in the Surah. The Surah also displays
different ayah endings that yields to various meanings,
according to Daham (ibid: 186).

A similar study is conducted by Hamzah ( 2007), who
investigates the aesthetic language of Surat an-Nazi’at. He
analyses the Surah at form and content levels. At the form
level, the Surah is characterized by the use of metaphor,
alliteration, prose-rhyme repetition and parallel structures.
At the content level, the meaning of each ayah is explained
with relation to its primary meaning and the intended
meaning (ibid: 48-69).

In another Arabic study, Ahmad (2012) investigates,
among other things, the relationship between the language
of each sub-theme of the Surah and its meaning in Amma
Part (Part nuber thirty of Qur’an). He finds out that the
language used to describe each theme of the Surah studied
is presented briefly but accurately. In most of these Surahs,
emphasis is used frequently, according to Ahmad (ibid:
188). Some figures of speech, such as metaphor and simile
are frequently used in these Surahs for emphatic purposes.
He concludes that there is a relationship between the
structure of the ayahs and that of their themes.
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Abstract: This study investigates the relationship between the structure of Chapter (Surat) of An
Nazi’at and its persuasive language. The Surah is analysed at two major levels, macro- analysis and
micro-analysis. At the macro-analysis the thematic structure is analysed. At the micro-analysis,
modality, lexico-semantics and rhyme are investigated. An integrated approach is used for the
analysis of the data. The study reveals that the macro-propositions of the surah are structured in
distinct stylistic patterns. The themes of these macro-proposition are derived from the hyper-them, the
Resurrection and life after death. The study also shows that there is a relation between the structure
of the surah and its persuasive language. This is achieved through various integrated linguistic means.
Of these devices is the use of various stylistic patterns, namely the descriptive, narrative, logic, and
dialectic patterns. The use of single visionary rhyming words for the description of events,
particularly the description of Day of Resurrection also create more persuasive language. Other
persuasive devices are also used. These include the ayah ending, the use of simple sentence structure,
and ellipsis. Throughout the surah, reasoning and emotion are used to achieve the main goal of the
argument: change the disbelievers’ attitudes towards Resurrection and life after death. Use of
reasoning is carried out through top-down approach (general rule is introduced followed by a
conclusion). Emotion, on the other hand, includes both a call for disbelievers to accept the truth
presented to them or face very dreadful consequences.



