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Abstract. Mosques and churches that were left by Muslims and Christians are considered among the most
important heritage buildings. A number of those buildings were converted and adapted for reuse, during the
successive invasions that occurred between the Islamic East and the Christian West, due to the different val-
ues of the two cultures. Those modifications took the form of adjustments to the existing religious building.
This endowed the buildings a sense of continuity and belonging to their new cultural context, as well as
becoming long-lasting landmarks and a reminder of meaning and identity. This research focuses on the 16th
Century which witnessed the culmination of the process of converting mosques to churches, and vice versa,
during different eras in the Mediterranean basin. Alterations done to the interior architecture of those build-
ings range from almost complete preservation to full replacement. This research explores the impact of such
transformations on the religious rituals practiced within the spaces of these converted buildings. The results
of the analysis of the case studies showed a change in the practice of the religious rituals in these buildings
according to the modifications done to the interior architecture. This highlights the role of architecture as a

conveyor of culture and traditions of the society.

Key words: Adaption, Convert, Interior Space, Religious Buildings.



