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Abstract. Several architectural works have been built in the Islamic and Arab worlds. Some of them were dated and others were
neglected in different historical books. This study searches the history of architectural works through the Arabic poetry which uses
aljommal method of dating, through which numbers are coded into letters. The letters contained in one or more parts of a verse are
summed to form a number indicating the year in which a specific architectural work was built. This study relies on an extensive
review of the Arabic poetry diwans (books containing collections of poems) and historical biographies. Poems dating specific
architectural works are then selected and classified.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that it delineates Arabic poetry as an important source of historical information
regarding architectural works. It also shows the importance of architecture in Arabic poetry. More than 50 architectural works have
been dated using this method, including mosques, schools, public baths, palaces and houses. In addition, this method was applied to
obtain a dating for recent works such as office buildings, hospitals and public work projects including parks and water works.

The study confirmed the existence of a large number of “poetically” dated buildings. Poetic dating can be of extreme value in
cases where the dating of building is in dispute or non-existent. This study calls for the establishment of a database of poems that
contain architectural dating (aljommal), to be available to scholars of architectural history, archeology and other fields.






