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The Educational Variables of Watching Television among
Syrian Children: A Survey on the Relationship between
Children and Television in Deraa

Ali Asad Watfah
Assistant Professar, Educational Saciology.
College of Education. University of Damascu,
Damascus, Svric

Abstract. The following survey had taken place in Deraa (southern Syria} during summer 1990 on a sam-
ple of about 225 of the Sth class preparatory school whose ages were between Hland 12 years, The percen-
tage of femaies was 41.14% to 50 58.74% males.

This survey aimed to point out the relationship between television and children. and it was centered
arcund four main problems: 1- The time of watching television. 2- Favorite programs. 3. Parents” under-
standing of educational aspect of television through pointing out children's attitudes towards both televi-
sion and schoal.

Among the important results of this survey we may mention the following: i- The children highly
evaluated the importance of school as compared 10 television. 2- There was a big number of fumilies who
did not care about the way their children watch television programs. especially those addressed to adults
Besides. they did not direct children to watch eductional or scientific programs. 3- As for the relationship
petween the time of watching television and school, this survey points out the importance of the time of
watching. It revealed that children wasted on average 10 hours a week during school time. Moreover. the
period of watching is doubled during holidays (on average 21 hours). - There is no statistical ditference
hetween the time of watching teievision according 10 sex variable. 5- Imported cartoons with violent
characteristics engaged the first place in children’s interests. and in children’s answers we noted the scur-
city of educational and scientific programs.

This survey ended by forming a number of important recommendations which emphastsed the impor-
tance of protecting children against the influences of walching television, Programs for adults, and the
long lime of watching television. as well as the necessity of controlling television watching through raising
the parents” educational level regarding negative and positive aspects of television communicative action.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

