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The term “weakness” in Arabic: the concept and its effect on the interpretation of
the word structure

Saif Al-Din Al- Fugara
Professor of Grammar, Morphology and Linguistic Studies, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Arts, Mutah
University
(Received: 4/ 3/1442 H, Accepted for publication 4/ 4/1443 H)
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Abstract. This research studies the term “weakness” in Arabic, and its effect on interpretation of the word
structure. The researcher came to a conclusion about the definition of the concept of this term, and highlighted the
stages of its development in the Arab linguistic tradition, and illustrated its impact on the interpretation of the
word in Arabic. This term has an effect on forming the structure of the words and sentences, However, the
sentence was not covered by the researcher in this study for the sake of brevity and the author’s desire to work on
that in future research. The effect of frailty has appeared in general rules. The weak verb is weak, affixed verbs are
weaker than stem verbs, and verbs are weaker than nouns, final weakened verbs are weaker than medial weakened
verbs, the metathesized verbs are weaker than those in original form, and derived forms are weaker than their
original lexeme. Therefore, the weakness issues appeared in word formation especially in plurals, duals, verbs,
metathesis, assimilation, number agreement, and few vs. many plurals. The author clarified the meaning of
“weakness” and how scholars used it, and tracked the term usages by grammarians to the seven century as well as
how it was justified in word formation in Arabic.
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