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ELECTRONIC REVERSE BIDDING
AS A METHOD OF ADMINISTRATIVE CONTRACTING

Bader Abdullah Almatroudi

Associate Professor of Laws, Higher Judicial Institute,
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(Received 12/09/1442 H., Accepted for Publication 11/02/1441 H.)

Abstract. In light of the technical and technological advancement at the present time, and within the framework of the
digital transformation policy that the Kingdom is witnessing to achieve its national vision; The regulator in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia was keen to move towards keeping pace with this technological development in all judicial facilities,
including administrative contracts. The best evidence for this is the issuance of the new government tenders and
procurement law under the Royal Decree No. (M\128) dated 13/11/1440H (16/07/2019), and its implementing regulations
amended by the Ministerial Resolution No. 2479 dated 11/08/1441H (05/04/2020) which introduced the method of
"electronic reverse bidding" as one of the methods of contracting with the administrative authority, in line with the
requirements of digital transformation in the Kingdom. In view of the novelty of this method, which came according to the
data of the reality, it still lacks practical application due to the existence of some problems for the contracting parties as
well as the administrative authority. For the utmost importance of this method, I have been keen to raise this new issue
because of its novelty to clarify the ambiguity about the entity of the method of electronic reverse bidding, and to determine
the nature of this method. Is it a purchasing or a method of selling? What are the procedures to be followed in contracting
through it? What are the restrictions on the authority of the administration to conduct the electronic reverse bidding? In this
study, we have concluded a number of recommendations, in which we reached proposals to amend some of the articles of
the law. We also found solutions through which this study can contribute to the service of researchers and consultants in
general. It can serve the parties contracting with the administration in particular according to the contemporary data in the
light of the modern technological advancement.

Keywords: Bidding, Reverse auction, Electronic reverse bidding, Administrative contracting methods, Electronic bidding
method, Administrative contracting, Administrative contracting procedures.
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