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Abstract: The study aimed at exploring the perceptions of the extension agents and researchers towards methods
of research-extension linkages in Jordan, and to investigate the relationships between attitudes and selected
demographic and professional characteristics. Two four-point Likert scales of 19 and 10 items respectively, were
used as tools for data collection to measure perceptions towards management and organizational linkages using
a convenient proportional sample of 121 extension agents and researchers to represent the study population.
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients were 0.91 for management linkages scale, and 0.85 for the organizational linkages
scale, which indicated the internal consistency of the study scales. Due to approximations of the two scales to the
normal distribution, parametric tests were basically used to analyze the data.

Overall perceptions of the agricultural extension agents and researchers extension services towards research-
extension linkages were found to be pretty high. Fourteen percent were found to have low perceptions towards
management linkages, against 19% towards management linkages, which suggest that perceptions were relatively
higher towards management linkages. No significant associations were observed between perceptions and almost
all selected demographic and professional characteristics, which indicate that perceptions of extension agents and
researchers were alike. Positive perceptions towards management and to a lesser extent to organizational linkages
call for an institutional reform to integrate agricultural research and extension activities under the umbrella of one
institution with a holistic and symbiotic framework. This framework should be based on well-founded participation
principles, and it should identify roles, and provide for job descriptions in an integrated way that links all stages of
technology transfer.
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